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Preface

Amedeo Chinese: HSK 1 — For Medical Students and Physicians is a
fast-track course for trained learners beginning Chinese. “Fast-
track” does not mean “easy.” It means we assume you know how
to study: daily, intensely, and patiently.

We emphasize two principles that many language courses treat too
lightly. First, listen to sentences again and again — five times, ten
times, sometimes more. Speech recognition develops slowly. Even
familiar words may take months to be recognized instantly in real
time by the ear and brain. Second, vocabulary is non-negotiable.
You cannot understand human speech without knowing the words.
That is why Amedeo Chinese asks you to learn new words every
day, seven days a week.

We have built a suite of focused exercises to make this possible:
text study, word study, audio loops, Bubble Mode, autoplay, and
spaced repetition. Read the Study Guide — and the Amedeo
Chinese Guide for Teachers, if you teach — to understand how
these tools work together.

Take a look around. See how Amedeo Chinese works. If the
method appeals to you, don’t start immediately. Start on the day
you are ready to study every day.

Welcome to Amedeo Chinese, a playful, demanding journey.
Welcome to the Chinese language.

Andrea Melis
Bernd Sebastian Kamps

May 8, 2026
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Why?

Why learn a foreign language in the age of instant translation?
The honest answer: perhaps you shouldn’t. Even after hundreds of
hours of study, you may still be weaker than the device in your
pocket. There are only two obvious practical reasons for serious
language learning: living abroad for years, or loving someone who
speaks the language.

But there is a third reason: mental discipline. Language learning is
sustained intellectual effort—memory training, concentration
training, and an exercise in patience that keeps the mind flexible
and alert.

If you choose this path, choose Chinese.

It is a language rooted in a civilization spanning 4,000 years, not
just 250. Its writing system awakens the eye, and its tonal system
sharpens the ear. Chinese culture opens up a world of philosophy,
poetry, painting, calligraphy, and one of the richest cuisines on
Earth. Chinese is both ancient and fully alive. It is spoken by one of
the world’s largest linguistic communities and is tied to one of the
most dynamic societies of our time.



Who

Amedeo Chinese is designed for medical students and physicians —
individuals accustomed to rigorous study. Medical training requires
mastering over 10,000 technical terms related to anatomy,
histology, physiology, biochemistry, pathology, and pharmacology,
as well as the endless descriptive language of clinical presentation,
diagnosis, and treatment. This experience prepares them well for
the daily vocabulary work and daily listening that Chinese
demands.

Amedeo Chinese is equally ideal for serious learners in other
demanding fields, such as law, engineering, mathematics,
computer science, and the natural sciences, as well as high-
performing professionals, musicians, chess players, and anyone
else who deliberately trains their mind. You do not need a
university degree. However, you must be willing to put in daily
effort, do memory work, be patient, repeat tasks, and be precise.
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When?

Learning a language is like drinking water—it's an everyday part of
life. You learned your native language the same way: day after day,
with no days off. The same principle applies to learning a foreign
language.

How much time you need each day depends on your goals. For
instance, if you are preparing for a trip to China, 15 minutes a day
might be enough. If you want to use Chinese professionally, you
should aim for about an hour a day. If you are studying Chinese in
college, three hours a day is a more realistic minimum.

In the beginning, don't worry too much about writing. The most
important part of learning any language is building your
vocabulary—first hundreds of words, then thousands. For now, it is
enough to recognize Chinese characters and connect them with
their sound and meaning. Writing can come later.

But listening and vocabulary must begin immediately, and they
must be daily.



How?

Do you want to know how Amedeo Chinese really works? The
app’s study guide shows how to use T and W/W* effectively, how
Loop, Pause, Autoplay, and Bubble Mode change the learning
rhythm, and why each chapter requires multiple study rounds.

In short: T is for listening to and understanding the lesson
sentences; W and W¥* are for learning and reviewing the words.

° First, in T, listen to the sentences in Loop mode, hearing
them repeatedly while trying to understand the meaning
of each word. Later, use Autoplay.

. Second, in W and W#*, learn the words carefully and
reinforce them through Bubble Mode.

° Third, review each lesson (T, W, and W*) multiple times,
returning to it at gradually increasing intervals — Day 2,
Day 4, Day 8, Day 16, and so on — and keep track of your
progress in a spreadsheet.

The final goal is simple and powerful: to understand the audio
without reading the text.
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Why we built Amedeo Chinese

Amedeo Chinese evolved from Amedeo.com, a medical
information service with 13,000 subscribers. While developing
Chinese-learning tools such as Hanzi Hunter, several medical
colleagues asked us to create an HSK 1 manual.

After discussing it, we decided against writing a typical beginner’s
manual. Existing manuals often progressed too slowly, demanded
too little, and did not emphasize daily listening, intensive
vocabulary work, and spaced repetition enough.

Our intended learners were different. They were people
accustomed to difficult study and large amounts of unfamiliar
terminology. Medical students learn early that unfamiliar words
are not the enemy. Rather, they are the entrance to a new world.
Chinese vocabulary works the same way. This idea became central
to Amedeo Chinese: a demanding HSK 1 course for experienced
learners.

Each lesson introduces 35 to 40 new words, which learners are
expected to master within a week, ideally in two or three days. The
pace is deliberate. Experienced learners do not need an artificially
slow pace. They need structure, repetition, audio, and a
demanding rhythm. Listening must be a daily practice, and
vocabulary must be reviewed until recognition becomes
automatic. Repetition is not a sign of failure. It is how difficult
material becomes accessible.
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Why is Amedeo Chinese free?
Because our goal is circulation, not monetization.

For decades, we have believed that serious educational material
should be freely accessible. Amedeo Chinese follows that
philosophy. The complete PDF is free. The companion app is free.
The printed edition is sold at production cost for readers who
prefer paper.

There are no subscriptions, paywalls, advertising models, or hidden
catches. Free forever means exactly that.

However, free does not mean casual. Amedeo Chinese asks for a
different kind of payment: daily attention. Start with Lesson 1.
Listen every day. Learn the words. Repeat them. Then return after
two, four, and eight days. Give the course seven days before
judging it.

Don’t pay us. Pay attention.
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Vocabulary Selection

The official HSK 1 syllabus', published in November 2025, contains
300 words arranged in alphabetical order. To increase its
pedagogical value, the authors rearranged the words by frequency
using a corpus drawn from 35 episodes of a Chinese television
drama. The HSK 1 vocabulary was introduced according to this
ranking whenever possible. At the same time, the analysis revealed
that many of the highest-frequency words in the drama were
absent from HSK 1, so approximately 150 of the most useful high-
frequency words were added for a total of 450 words.

Sources

Center for Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC):
https://www.chinese.cn

Chinese Tests Service Website:
https://www.chinesetest.cn/

Official HSK syllabus hosting:

https://hsk.cn-
bj.ufileos.com/3.0/%E6%96%BO%E7%89%88HSK%E8%80%83%E8%
AF%95%E5%A4%A7%E7%BA%B21219.pdf

Reference

1. FIKFZEGL HSK i A4Y / Syllabus for the Chinese
Proficiency Test, published by the Center for Language

Education and Cooperation (CLEC), November 2025.
Official distribution via chinesetest.cn.
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1. Do you love me?

PREZFRND? | Ni ai wd ma?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Always listen and read

simultaneously — loop the audio and use the

word-by-word translation to understand every word. Don't speak

vet; just absorb the sounds for days or weeks. Children listen for

months before they start speaking. Listen to this lesson today,

tomorrow and the day after.

BER!
HRE?
M.
HTA?
TAMIE,
7R T 15?

Words
q:ji wo

% ai
ﬁ‘( ni
Mg ma

EE’\] zhén de

W0 ai ni! | love you!
Zhén de ma? Really?
Zhén de. Really.
Weishénme? Why?
W bu zhidao. I don't know.
Ni bing le ma? Are you sick?
I/me
to love
you

particle (question)

really

jJ'H'/A weishénme  why

= bu
;ﬂﬁ zhidao
ﬁ bing

not
to know

sick/illness
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T le particle (change of state)

Grammar 1: Fun

School grammar was often dry: verb tables, exceptions, and
endless drills. However, grammar is usually the easiest part to
understand and often only requires a few dozen hours of focused
study. In contrast, mastering vocabulary and listening skills
typically requires hundreds.

Let's start with one of the simplest and most elegant aspects of
Chinese grammar: so-called pronouns.

Pronouns

Pronouns are short words such as I, you, he, she, we, they, my, and
mine. They stand in place of names or show possession. English has
many pronoun forms such as I, me, my, mine / you, your, yours /
he, him, his / she, her, hers / we, us, our, ours / they, them, their,
theirs. Chinese is more economical. To express the singular forms,
only four words are needed:  (wd), IR (ni), ft (ta), #B (ta). To
form the plural, simply add {{] (men).

The singular forms:
¥ — 1, me, my, mine
{& — you, your, yours
2 — he, him, his

i — she, her, hers
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Now add {[] to form the plurals:

F i1 — we, us, our, ours

{741 — you (plural), your, yours

fh4{1 — they, them, their, theirs

{1 — they, them, their, theirs (all female)

The third-person pronouns {tf (he etc.) and #tf (she etc.) have the

same pronunciation ("ta") and differ only in writing. So when you
hear a man passing on the street—someone whose personal life
you know nothing about—say "W¢ ai ta," you cannot tell from the
sound alone whether he is expressing heterosexual (F¢Z4th) or
homosexual love FeZ41h).
Let’s briefly explore the versatility of the pronoun, ¥ (wd). This
single form performs four different functions:
FZM{R, (WS dini) =1 love you. (subject)
{FZF, (Nidiwd.)=Youlove me. (object)
FAYPB. (WS de shi) = my book (possessive determiner)
IXEFHT. (Zhé shiwd de.) = This is mine. (possessive
pronoun)
K, IR ftb, &, 1] - provide the basis for a remarkably large
number of simple sentences.

One Verb, One Form

Verbs are words that describe actions or states of being, such as
‘love’, ‘eat’, ‘drink’ or ‘go’. While the English verb ‘to love’ can take
many forms, such as ‘loves’, ‘loved’ and ‘loving’?, the Chinese verb

L Even English is simple compared with Romance languages such as

French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese. The Italian verb amare, the
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‘to love’ has only one form: 2 di. Period. It never changes for the
past, future or conditional meanings. To express these, Chinese
uses context, time words or particles, which we’ll explore later.

Golden Keys

In each lesson, we introduce a few one-character words that play a
central role in the Chinese language. These "Golden Keys" are
short words that are structurally important.

5 — Instant Questions

Add 19 (ma) to the end of a statement, and you create a yes/no
question.

{RZF. (N diwd. You love me.)

{RZFID? (NI ai wé ma? Do you love me?)
Chinese does not change word order or add helper verbs such as
do or does. It simply adds 5,
A~ — Easy Negation

Negation in Chinese is equally simple: place 4~ (bu not) before a
verb, and the meaning becomes negative.

infinitive meaning “to love,” also has the present participle amando and
the past participle amato. In addition, there are 36 simple forms in basic
tenses: Present: amo, ami, ama, amiamo, amate, amano; Imperfect:
amavo, amavi, amava, amavamo, amavate, amavano; Future: amero,
amerai, amera, ameremo, amerete, ameranno; Conditional: amerei,
ameresti, amerebbe, ameremmo, amereste, amerebbero; Past historic:
amai, amasti, amo, amammo, amaste, amarono; Present subjunctive:
ami, ami, ami, amiamo, amiate, amino. One may sympathize with Obélix:

“lIs sont fous, ces Romains !”
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FANE, (WO zhiddo. | know.)

> HAFNE, (WS bu zhidao. | don’t know.)

FZ{R. (WG aini. | love you.)

> BFAZR, (WS bu aini. 1 don’t love you.)
This works with all verbs in Chinese—with one important exception
(see Lesson 2).

H¢7— The Most Common Word in Chinese

BY (de) is the most common word in written Chinese. It marks
possession, as in FHIH (wé de shi my book), and links
descriptions to nouns, as in 3FHIMIMEE (hdo de kaféi good coffee).
Y is everywhere—in reading, in listening, and speech.

- Change of State

T (le) often signals that something has changed. When you say {R
® T I8? (NI bing le ma? Are you sick? / Have you become sick?),
you are not simply asking about a state, but about a change—from
healthy to sick. This small particle is one of the main ways Chinese
talks about new situations and completed actions. We will explore
its full range in later lessons.

Pronunciation 1: Tone 3 and 1

Learning Chinese tones requires daily listening and practice.
Children pick them up naturally, but adults must train their ears
and voices for months or even years. Focusing on the initial pitch
of each tone can greatly improve pronunciation.

Mandarin Chinese has five tones: four main tones and one neutral
tone. For now, consider the main characteristic of each tone to be
its initial pitch. This pitch varies within a range of approximately
eight semitones on the Western musical scale, for example from C
to G#, or from G to D# (see Figure 1.1.). These are reference
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pitches, not absolute rules, since every speaker has a different
natural voice range. This range is wider than in most European
languages.

111

]—~Tor|e3

Figure 1.1: Shows tones 1 and 3, which are about eight semitones

apart. The starting pitch of tone 3 can be C, G, or any other note
(https://amedeochinese.com/images/Tones13.jpg).

Today, we will study tones 1 and 3, which differ from typical
European pronunciation habits. Tone 1, marked by the macron,
must begin clearly high and remain high: a, 1, & o, G, (. For

example, "he" is "ta." While European languages often have high
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initial pitches, they usually do not maintain such a high pitch
consistently. This makes Tone 1 unusual for European speakers.
Tone 3, marked by the caron: 3, 1, &, 6, U, U, is a very low tone,
about eight semitones lower than Tone 1. Examples include wo,
meaning "I," and ni, meaning "you." Such a low tone clearly falls
outside the normal pronunciation habits of most European
languages.?

For now, the main rule is simple: Tone 1 is high. Tone 3 is low. Both
tones require students to move beyond their typical European
speaking habits.
Listen to these short sentences, hearing the low—high—low pattern:
FEE(R, (WO bang ni. | help you.)
FINR. (W6 jia ni. I'll add you.)
FOF{R. (WG ting ni. | listen to you.)

Your Word Bank

Each lesson concludes with three or more tables, each containing
seven words. This is deliberate. Rather than forcing all 300 HSK 1
words into unnatural dialogues, we engage in natural, lively
conversations and present the remaining vocabulary in digestible
portions.

These tables are intended for daily use. Most learners should study
at least one table per day. University students studying Chinese
should aim to learn all three tables in one day. Note that “learning”
does not mean seeing a word once and moving on. Rather,

2 Although Tone 3 is technically a falling-rising tone, in normal speech it
simply sounds like a low tone. The full dip-and-rise pattern is only

noticeable when speaking slowly, especially at the end of a sentence.

https://AmedeoChinese.com



Do you love me? | 31

knowing a word means being able to name something without
giving it a second thought. One useful test is the “corkscrew test.”
Imagine being woken up at 3 a.m., shown a corkscrew, and asked,
“What is this?” In your native language, the answer comes
immediately: “A corkscrew! Ein Korkenzieher! Un cavatappi! Un
sacacorchos! Um saca-rolhas! Un tire-bouchon!” Knowing a word
means being able to answer spontaneously, even under pressure,
without hesitation. Chinese words must eventually become just as
automatic.

Real learning requires repetition. Study each table again tomorrow,
and again the next day. If necessary, study it again later.
Vocabulary grows through repeated exposure. To speed up the
process, play the innovative Amedeo Chinese Word Bubble Game
on our website: www.amedeochinese.com. It will greatly
accelerate your learning and review of the table words.

Words 2: Most Important Verbs

2 shi to be

g5 you to have

%E zai to be at/in
% qu to go

Sk lai to come

13)’( Zuod to do/make
E kan to see/look/watch
Words 3: Important Nouns

x jia home/family
=2 53 XUéxiao school
HEZ{ péngyou friend
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ZIm ldosht teacher
=) sha book

= dianying movie
’f& fan food/meal

Words 4: Golden Words

N jit then; just; exactly

ZLX/I\ zhege this

IS nage/neige that

1 hai still; also; yet

1 yé also

B dou all

o] a particle that adds tone or feeling

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2 (Most Important Verbs), Words 3 (Important
Nouns), and Words 4 (Golden Words) in that order. Listen to each
sentence repeatedly to understand how the words combine.
Review the sentences again tomorrow and later if necessary.
Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2
fhEFHAIE T, Ta shi wo de ldoshi.  He is my teacher.

REBIZ? Ni you sha ma? Do you have a book?

BER. W0 zai jia. | am at home.

AN EFRNG? Women ql xuéxiao  Are we going to school?
ma?
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fREFRD?
AR
MEBF TE?

Sentences 3
XEHHR
ZIMEFR.
BRI A

fREZIML?
XEERNF.
BNBBF.

BHIRT

Sentences 4
9, BmiE.
XA ZHA
AN
REZRG?
Bk,
BANEER.
RETW,

Melis — Kamps

NT 13i wo jia ma?
Ta bu zuo fan.

Ta kan dianying le
ma?

Zhe shi wo de jia.
LaoshTt zai xuéxiao.
Ta shi wo de
péngyou.

Ni shi ldoshTt ma?
Zhe shi wo de shd.
Women kan
dianying.

W6 zuo fan le.

Hao, wo jiu qu.

Zhege shiwo de.

Nage bu shi wo de.

Ni hai ai wé ma?

W0 yé qu.

Women dou zai jia.

Ni lai le a.
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Are you coming to my home?
He does not cook.

Did she watch a movie?

This is my home.
The teacher is at school.

She is my friend.

Are you a teacher?
This is my book.

We watch a movie.

| cooked.

Okay, I'll go right away.
This one is mine.

That one is not mine.
Do you still love me?

| am going too.

We are all at home.

Oh, you came.
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Summary + Preview

In just one lesson, you’ve seen that:
. 8 Chinese pronouns replace 21 English forms
. verbs never change: & di = love/loves/loved/loving
° 5 ma turns any statement into a question

Chinese grammar is refreshingly economical. Instead of relying on
many changing forms, it often uses short, stable words to express
grammatical meaning: 4~ bu negates most verbs with a single
syllable, B de marks possession and descriptions, and T le signals
a change of state. You'll master the core patterns in hours, not
months, leaving you free to focus on vocabulary and listening,
which demand far more time.

Total words learned so far: ~¥35 words

In Lesson 2, you'll start discovering & (shi to be) and B (ydu to
have)—two verbs that let you introduce yourself, ask identities,
state what you own, and form questions about anything. But
here's the twist: English uses "to be" everywhere (I am tired, | am
in Beijing, | am a student), but Chinese splits these into completely
different patterns. & works for only one of these—guess wrong
and you'll sound unnatural.
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2. Meeting Friends

WLHA A | Jian péngyou

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. Making your

brain familiar with the sounds of a completely different language

takes years—start now, not later. Listen and read each sentence a

few times; if some need 10+ repetitions, no problem—do it.

fREF! AR A
BnFe

Hu . fROE
?

=N

REMIEG?

A, BINRIE,

GF IR
SRINEG?
SRATT, BX
e,

Words

ﬁ_jr hao
ny jiao
H4 shénme
%? mingzi
l]}f': ne

Ni hdo! Nijiao
shénme mingzi?

WO jiao Shanshan. Ni
ne?

W9 shi Xido Kai.

Ni you Weixin ma?
You, woé jia ni ba.
Hao a.

Jintian jianmian ma?
Jintian bu xing,
mingtian jian ba.

good/okay
to be called
what

name

Hello! What's your
name?

I'm called Shanshan.
And you?

I'm Xiao Kai.

Do you have WeChat?
Yes, I'll add you.
Okay.

Shall we meet today?

Today doesn't work,
let's meet tomorrow.

particle (and you?)
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£ shi to be

Jﬁ you to have

= Weixin WeChat

n jia to add

12} ba particle (suggestion)
i) a particle (exclamation)
j}l]@ hao a okay

PN jintian today

T jian to meet/see

Zi,’ﬁ- bu xing doesn't work / not okay
AR X mingtian tomorrow

Grammar 2: To Be and To Have

What defines you more—who you are or what you have? Is this an
ideological divide? In any case, English uses two verbs: “to be” and
“to have.” The verb “to be,” however, works differently in Chinese,
which uses several different structures depending on function.

"To Be" in Chinese

In English, we use "am," "is," and "are" constantly—for identity,
description, location, and existence. Chinese is different. It splits
the concept into specialized tools for different jobs. & (shi) is one
of those tools. It links two things that share the same identity or
category—X &2 Y means "X = Y":

FE2/NZE, (WS shi Xido Méi. | am Xiao Mei.)

{REZIMIZ? (Ni shildoshf ma? Are you a teacher?)
Like all Chinese verbs, 2 never changes form.

Now let's explore three other ways to translate "to be" in Chinese:
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1. Descriptions with Adjectives - No “to be” Needed

When English uses “to be” with an adjective — “l am tired,” “he is

” u

busy,” “the room is big” — Chinese usually needs no equivalent of
“to be”. It is simply omitted. The adjective can follow the subject

directly.

FE., (W6 léi I'mtired.)

fARIC, (7@ hén mdng. He is very busy.)
2. Location -> Use £ (zadi)

When English uses “to be” to say where someone or something is
— “l am in Beijing,” “he is at home,” “the book is on the table” —
Chinese uses 1T zai.

AR, (W6 zai Béijing. I'm in Beijing.)

fBTESR. (7a zai jia. He is at home.)
3. Existence ("there is/are") - Use & (you)

When English uses “there is” or “there are” to express existence —

” u ” u

“there is a phone,” “there is class today,” “there are people in the

room” — Chinese uses B§ ydu.

BF EBFH. (Zhudzi shang you shouji. There is a phone
on the table.)

SRBIRND? (Jintian ySu ké ma? Is there class today?)

Word List

=z &i tired
R hén very
s mang busy
3R jia home
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HF zhuozi table

s shang on; above
F shouji mobile phone
PN jintian today

=3 ke class; lesson

B (ydu) — To Have"

B (you) is typically used to express possession: to have friends, to
have a phone, to have a house, to have a car, to have time.

{FBYSIE? (N ydu Weixin ma? Do you have WeChat?)

FBE="BBK&. (WG ydu san gé péngyou. | have three
friends.)

B is the only common verb that uses j& (méi) for negation:
KEBMIS. (WS méiyéu Weixin. | don't have WeChat.)
S ERTE. (Ta méiydu shijian. He doesn't have time.)
Remember: as you saw in the section about “to be”, & also
expresses existence: “there is/are.”

How to Say 'Yes' and 'No"™

Lesson 1 introduced 15 (ma) as a way to create yes/no questions.
Here is a quick reminder with a new word: F4 (xuésheng
student):

{REZ409? (Nishi xuésheng ma? Are you a student?)

{FBRMEIE? (N ySu Weixin ma? Do you have WeChat?)
But how does one say “yes” and “no” in Chinese? Surprise: Chinese
has no direct translations for “yes” and “no.” The Chinese solution
is to repeat the verb for affirmative answers or add negation for
negative answers:
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{REZEND? (NV shi xuésheng ma? Are you a student?)

2. (Shi.Yes)) | AR, (Bushi. No.)
{FBYSIE? (N ydu Weixin ma? Do you have WeChat?)
8. (You.Yes)) | &8, (Méiydu. No.)

Golden Keys

Each lesson introduces frequent one-character words — true
Allerweltswérter — that appear everywhere in Chinese.

JE - The Echo Question
i@ (ne) creates follow-up questions instantly. After answering a
question, add {RIfg? (Nine? And you?) to echo it back.
FeUIHg., {ROB? (WG jido Shdanshan. Ni ne? I'm Shanshan.
And you?)

A - Gentle Suggestions

NE (ba) softens commands into suggestions or proposals. It turns
direct statements into friendly invitations.
FINR. (W6 jia ni. I'll add you.)
- FIMRIE, (W6 jia ni ba. Let me add you, okay?)
BRI, (Mingtian jian. See you tomorrow.)
> BARIME, (Mingtidn jian ba. Let's meet tomorrow, shall
we?)

Pronunciation 2: Second and Fourth Tone

In Lesson 1, you learned about Tone 3, which starts and stays low,
and Tone 1, which starts and stays high. Now, let's explore the
remaining two main tones: Tone 2 and Tone 4. European speakers
often find the combination of Tone 2 followed by Tone 4 easy to
produce because it resembles the intonation of common
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expressions when they are said with surprise, irritation, or
disbelief:

e “Why that?” in English

e “Putain !” or “Pourquoi ?” in French

e “Warum?” in German

e “iPor qué?” in Spanish

e “Perché?” in Italian

In these examples, the first syllable usually starts in the middle
register and rises slightly. The second syllable starts higher and
drops sharply. Together, they closely resemble a Tone 2-Tone 4
sequence in Mandarin.

In our reference scale of C to G#, if Tone 3isalow Cand Tone 1is a
G#, then Tone 2 starts around E and rises slightly but does not
reach G#. Meanwhile, Tone 4 starts at G# and falls sharply through
almost the entire Chinese tone range (see Figure 2-1).

The same Tone 2-Tone 4 pattern appears in the following word

combinations:

7&Z5 (méi shi no problem; it’s nothing)
B2 (huf qu go back)

SRS (rdnhou then; after that)

21 (xuéxido school)

A (wénhud culture)
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Figure 2-1: Approximate pitch levels and movements for Chinese
tones 2 and 4. (https://amedeochinese.com/images/Tones24.jpg).

In summary, Tone 2 sounds like the rising intonation used when
asking a surprised question in English. It rises smoothly from start
to finish:

e “What?”
o “Where?”
e “Really?”

In contrast, Tone 4 is a falling tone. It starts high, like Tone 1, but
instead of staying level, it drops sharply to a low pitch. Because
Tone 4 spans almost the full tonal range of Mandarin, it is more
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forceful and pronounced than the other tones. In English, it can
sound like a firm command:

° IlNO!II
° ”Stop!”

It should be short, clear and decisive.

Tones 3-2-1

Tone 3 Tone 2
low —C mid —E high — G high—G

(@ O

O
Put your glad rags

Figure 2-2: These starting pitches can be compared, roughly, to
the opening phrase of Rock Around the Clock. Listen here:
https://amedeochinese.com/1/Rock.

Fans of 1950s music may find it helpful to compare the sequence
of tones 3—2—1 with "Rock Around the Clock," which is best known
from Bill Haley & His Comets' recording. The tones resemble the
first nine notes of the opening verse in terms of their starting pitch.
In the opening line, "Put your glad rags on and join me, hon', we'll
have some fun," low (third), mid (second), and high (first) occur
three times in succession.
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Your Word Bank

Words 2: Time & Dates

e
4%
PN
MR
FE
%+
o

Words 3:

FHl
BBE
=
BF
ny
i
6]

Words 4:
A

A&

x

ingls)
P

%

K

xianzai
jintian
mingtian
zuétian
zaoshang
wanshang

zhongwl

now
today
tomorrow
yesterday
morning
evening

noon / midday

Communication & Tech

shouji
dianhua
hao
mingzi
jiao
shuo

wen

Gold Words

rén
péngyou
jia
shijian
dongxi
gian

shui

mobile phone

phone / telephone call

number (for example, phone number)
name

to be called

to speak / say

to ask

person/people
friend
home/family
time
thing/stuff
money

water
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Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how
the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and
later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2

q:jzfjlb,‘[’i—ffﬁllto W0 xianzai hén mang. | am very busy now.
N Mingtian jian ba. See you tomorrow,
okay?
H’Eiﬁffﬁg . Zudtian wo hén lei. | was very tired
yesterday.
/\\iﬁi%ug’? Jintian you ke ma? Is there class today?
E_tq:\x—'% ;fxo Zaoshang wo qu | go to school in the
Xuéxiao. morning.
H%_tEEE,E/ Wanshang kan dianying Let’s watch a movie in
ba. the evening.
=g i—i_qijiﬁ)‘[’f&o Zhongwl wo zuo fan. | cook at noon.

Sentences 3

ﬁ}j’g%jﬂ?’f%% W4 de shouji zai zhudzi My phone is on the

F shang. table.
ﬁﬁﬁ(ﬁ’\] BHiE, W4 you ni de dianhua. | have your phone
number.
XEHKB %‘—.':‘5 Zhé shi wo de WEeixin  This is my WeChat ID.
hao.

1,J\ ELI'H'/A% =7 Ni jiao shénme mingzi? What is your name?

s \j< . 1/]\'1)313 WO jiao Xido Méi. Ni My name is Xiao Mei.
ne’? And you?

ZIPiHASKAGIRE  Lioshishud jintian ydu The teacher says there
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fRiE)Z IRIE,

Sentences 4
XN AZE G
5

2 AR .
BIEER.
BORBRE,
XANRAEERA
ng?

ToxE .
REKG?

ke.

Ni wen laoshr ba.

Zhege rén shi laosht
ma?

Ta shi wo de péngyou.

W xianzai zai jia.

W0 méiyou shijian.
Zhege dongxi shi ni de
ma?

W0 méiyou qgidn.

Ni you shui ma?

Summary + Preview

is class today.

Ask the teacher.

Is this person a
teacher?

He is my friend.

| am at home now.
| don’t have time.

Is this thing yours?

| don’t have money.

Do you have water?

You've completed Lesson 2! Here's what you learned:

. £ (shi): identity only; not used with adjectives or for

location.

. & (you): possession (“have”) and existence (“there

is/are”).

o How to answer yes/no questions

For pronunciation, the lesson focused on Tones 2 and 4. Tone 2 is a

rising tone with a smooth upward movement, similar to the

intonation of a surprised “What?” Tone 4 is a falling tone that

starts high and drops sharply, similar to a firm “No!” or “Stop!”

Total words learned so far: ~70 words
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In Lesson 3, you will revisit Chinese negation with 4~ (bu) and ;&
(méi), especially how & (méi) negates completed actions. For
pronunciation, you will learn two essential tone-change rules: why
A< (bu) changes tone before certain words, and what happens
when two or more third tones come together.
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3. Drinking coffee
MESWNIHE — He kafei

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each individual sentence. Even
familiar words can be difficult for your ears to recognize in the
maelstrom of fast human speech. Listen to and read each sentence
a few times; if some need ten or more repetitions, no problem —

doit.

HAN =B ynHEE
!

grip ! EHRIL?
ABRMBEIEREF

o

(RIBIBHA?
XEH ST
£ {REDG?

BRENEHK. R
g?
HERMHEE, Hn
FEg?

THE,

Words
* au

Women qu hé kaféi
ba!

Hao a! QU nar?
Na jia kafeiguan hén
hao.

Ni xiang hé shénme?
Zheli you natié ma?
You! Ni yao ma?

W0 yao re natié. Ni
ne?

W& yao héi kafai. Jia
tang ma?

WU tang.

to go

Let's go drink coffee!

Okay! Where to go?

That coffee shop is
very good.

What do you want to
drink?

Do they have latte
here?

Yes! Do you want
one?

| want a hot latte. And
you?

| want black coffee.
Add sugar?

No sugar.
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1] hée to drink

[Um []3"5 kaféi coffee

BEJL nar where

ﬁ jia home; family; (measure word for
shops/establishments)

X B zheli here

iyl [E”E’EE" kaféiguan coffee shop

{E hén very

A xiang to want; to think

= yao to want

=5 natié latte

# re hot

}]J( bing ice; iced

;FE tang sugar

I wu without; no; none

Grammar 3: Negation — A~ (bu) & ;&8 (méiydu)

You have already met the two basic negation words: 4~ (bu) for
most verbs and adjectives, and &8 (méiydu) for B (ybu). This
section brings them together, then adds one new point: j& (méi)
for negating completed actions.

A~ (bu) — General Negation

A< (bu) is the normal negation word for verbs. Simply place it
before the word:

FABUWIEE, (W6 bu hé kaféi. | don't drink coffee.)

AR, (WG bu léi. I’'m not tired.)
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WIHEARI, (Kaféi bu ré. The coffee isn't hot.)

We remember from Chapter 2 that adjectives do not use =£.

A~ goes directly before the adjective.

788 (méiyou) — negation of & (you)

The important exception is 5 (ydu). To negate 5, use ;&85

(méiyou).
BiSEMS. (WS méiyéu Weixin. | don't have WeChat.)
XERBEMMHEE, (zZhell méiydu kaféigudn. There's no
coffee shop here.)

i&8 covers both possession (“don’t have”) and existence (“there
isn’t / there aren’t.”)

7% (méi) and 1 (le) — preview of completed actions

7% can often be shortened to j& (méi). Later, }& becomes
especially important when combined with ¥ (le). In affirmative
sentences, le often indicates that an action has been completed:

HET. (WS qule. | went.)
ftBiZ T, (Ta chile. He ate.)

Note also that when a completed action is negated, Chinese uses
only j&, and T disappears:

Hi%E. (W6 méiqu. | didn’t go.)
ftBi&0%, (Ta méi chi. He didn’t eat.)
So the useful preview rule is:
Verb + 7 = & + Verb
This point will return in Chapter 12.
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Short Answers — Review

In Lesson 2, you learned how to answer simple questions such as
“Are you...?” or “Do you have...?” using & (shi) and & (ydu). Now
we extend this pattern to other verbs: repeat the verb for “yes,”
and add 4~ for “no.”

{REID? (Nf g ma? Are you going?)

x. (Qu. Yes.) | AZ. (Bugi. No.)

{RISINHEIS? (NV hé kaféi ma? Do you drink coffee?)
1§, (He.Yes) | AWM. (Buhé. No.)

The verb carries the answer.

In short

Chinese negation uses A~ (bi) for general negation and j&
(méiydu) specifically for the verb B (ydu) — this is the important
exception.

i&8 can often be shortened to ;& (méi), which later becomes

essential for negating completed actions with [ : Verb + ¥
becomes j& + Verb.

Golden Keys

“N— The Universal Measure Word

In Chinese, direct translation often doesn’t work for phrases like
“two cafés” or “that friend.” After numbers and demonstratives
(“this,” “that”), a noun usually cannot follow directly — a measure
word must be inserted, similar to “piece of” or “cup of” in English.
Chinese uses measure words more extensively, but they are easy
to learn over time.
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/N (gé) is the general, all-purpose measure word and the safest
fallback when the specific one is not known; it works for many
common nouns and is the best default for beginners. When in
doubt, use “[>—it covers people, objects, ideas, and many everyday
things.

e —" A (yigerén one person)

o  IBMBBK (nage péngyou that friend)

o FEAMNMELE (lidng ge kaféigudn two cafés)

£~ Know How To / Will
£ (hui) is a very useful word because it can express future
meaning. Like in German and English, Chinese verbs do not change
form for the future; instead, words like & can appear before the
verb to show that something will happen or is likely to happen.
BB RS, (Mingtidan hui xiayd. 1t will rain tomorrow.)
ftB=308? (Ta hui Idi ma? Will he come?)
SR, (WS hui bang ni. 'l help you.)

£ can also mean “can” in the sense of “know how to,” especially
for learned skills:

WP, (WS hui shué Zhéngweén. | can speak Chinese
/ I know how to speak Chinese.)
Bk, (WS hui yéuydng. | know how to swim.)

This differs from BE (néng), which refers more to physical ability or

whether circumstances allow something. For now, remember: & =
will / know how to; BE = be able to.
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17— Experience Marker
When placed after a verb, i3 (gud) asks: “Have you ever...?” It
marks life experience, not just completion.
{RFSHENG? (Ni qugud Zhénggud ma? Have you ever
been to China?)
FBNZITIb T kERBS, (WS chiguo Béijing kdoyd. I've eaten
Peking duck [before].)
RIS, (WS méi jianguo ta. I've never met him.)
The question is not about yesterday or last week, but rather about

one’s entire life. 1I¥ (gud) opens a window onto accumulated
experience.

Pronunciation 3: The Neutral Tone

Some Chinese syllables are pronounced with a neutral tone, which
is short, light, and unstressed. In Pinyin, these syllables are written
without a tone mark.
The neutral tone is especially important at the end of a word or
phrase. Chinese tones are based on relative pitch rather than fixed
absolute pitch. Because of this, the neutral tone often acts as a
final anchor, helping listeners determine whether the previous
syllable began higher (first and fourth tones) or lower (second and
third tones), particularly in fast speech.
Common examples:

e 1838 (mama mom)

o % (baba dad)

o 3535 (véye grandpa)

e Y (ndinai grandma)
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ma

ba ba

yé i
nai

Figure 3.1: Four tones, one destination. The first syllables ma,
ba, yé, and nii all lead to the neutral second syllables ma, ba, ye,

and nai.

Where you'll find neutral tones:
e Grammar particles: I (ba), 1 (ma), I8 (ne), BY (de) and
7 (le)
o {RIR? (NI ne? And you?)
o §FIB! (Hdo ba! Okay then!)
e  The second syllable in repeated words: 551 (xiexie)

e Common two-syllable words: fA& (péngyou friend), 7BR
(vifu clothes)
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Tone 4

LI

]—- Tone 3

Figure 3-2. Five Tones. Approximate keyboard keys and pitch

movements for Chinese Tones 1 to 4 and the neutral tone
(Tones12345.jpg).
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3" tone + 3" tone

A fundamental principle of Mandarin pronunciation is that when
two or more third tones occur consecutively, each tone except the
last one is pronounced as a second tone. This pattern is known as
the third-tone sandhi rule.

Syllables Chinese Written Spoken

2 {RYF (hello) ni hdo ni hdo

2 1RBY%F (very good) hén h3o hén hio

2 Ft (me too) wo yé wo yé

3 FREE{R (1 give you) wo géi ni wo géini

3 FRAI ('l scan the code)  wd sdoma wo sdoma
4 FtLZ54/R (1 also give you) woydgéini  woyé géini

Pronunciation Rule: 4~ Before Tone 4

The word A~ normally sounds like bu. However, when 4~ comes
before a fourth-tone syllable, it is pronounced bu instead. This is
only a pronunciation change; the character remains 4~.

Some books write the pinyin as bu in this situation to show the
actual pronunciation, while others keep bu because that is the
dictionary form.

1. Before Tones 1, 2, and 3: bu

Chinese Pinyin Meaning
= bl gao not tall; not high
Rk bu 13 not come
NS bu mang not busy
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Chinese Pinyin
eF bu hio

2. Before Tone 4: bu

Chinese Pinyin

=2 b shi
& bu zai
= bl qu
& bu kan

Meaning

not good

Meaning

is not
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not be at; not be in

not go

not look; not watch; not read

HKAEEID, (WS bu shi ldoshr. I’'m not a teacher.)
fBATEILET. (Ta bu zai Béijing. He's not in Beijing.)

FAZK. (W6 bu qu. ’'m not going.)

Your Word Bank

Words 2: Coffee Culture

oL
MR
a4
e
#

K
1

Melis — Kamps

kafei
kafeiguan
natié
kabuginuo
re

bing

tang

coffee
coffee shop
latte
cappuccino
hot
iced/ice

sugar
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Words 3: Food & Drinks

%

cha
shui
cai
fan
mifan
niunai

pinggud

chi
shénme
zénme
zhéeme
yao
xiang

dui

Your Sentence Bank

tea

water
dish/vegetable
meal/rice
cooked rice
milk

apple

eat

what

how

this; like this; so
want; need
think; want

correct; toward

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how

the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.
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Sentences 2

fRIEIL NHERD ?
XEH MR
ﬁu XN
Mghﬁﬁﬁﬂ
ﬂ\ﬂ)]ﬂﬂ#?f

REKH.
TERE,
?32 -J<, 1/]\'1)313?

Sentences 3
XEFHK,
E5 g 1 S pE
BAZIRIE,
KEXIR.
1RG4 435 ?
XANERRE

N \)‘Luz
Sentences 4
1/.]\ :uu/Z_,ﬂ'/A ?

NEA 15{17

EUJIJ ﬂiF,L,\ XA
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Ni héguo kaféi ma?
Zheli you ge
kaféiguan.

W0 xiang yao natié.

Ni yao kabuginuo ma?

Zhe béi kaféi bu re.

W0 yao bing de.
Bl yao tang.

W0 hé cha, nine?

Zheli méiydu shui.

W6 hui zuo zhége cai.
Women chi fan ba.
W0 yao mifan.

NI hé nitndi ma?
Zhege pinggud hén
tian.

W0 méi chi.

Ni xiang chi shénme?

Zhege zénme shuo?

Kaféi zénme zheme
tian?
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Have you ever had
coffee?
There is a café here.

| want a latte.
Do you want a

cappuccino?

This cup of coffee isn’t
hot.

| want an iced one.
No sugar.

| drink tea. And you?

There is no water
here.
| can make this dish.

Let’s eat.
| want rice.
Do you drink milk?

This apple is very
sweet.
| didn’t eat.

What do you want to
eat?
How do you say this?

Why is the coffee so
sweet?
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?
HREHAL? Niyao shénme? What do you want?
BAELIHEE. W xidng qu | want to go to the

kafeiguan. café.
j(rj" ]X_%?‘ZE/\] . Dui, zhé shi wd de. Right, this is mine.

Summary + Preview
You've completed Lesson 3! Here's what you learned:
. A< (bu) — the general negation word, placed before most
verbs and adjectives
e %8 /i% (méiydu / méi) — used to negate B (ydu) and
completed actions. (Never say /~8 )

. Short answers — repeat the verb with or without
negation, suchas % / AL or § / i&B.

You also met ™ (gé), the most useful beginner measure word; 13
(guo), which marks life experience; and, importantly, learned
about how Chinese expresses future events and likely
developments with & (hui), as in BB RS TRE. (Mingtian hui
xiayd. It will rain tomorrow.)

In pronunciation, you reviewed the neutral tone, the third-tone
sandhi rule, and the tone change of A~ before a fourth-tone
syllable, as in A2 (bu shi), ~E (bu zdi), A2 (bu qu), and R~EF
(bu kan).

Total words learned so far: ~105 words

In Lesson 4, you will learn about one of the most powerful
connectors in Chinese: HY (de.) This tiny particle appears
everywhere!
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It shows possession, links descriptions to nouns, and helps avoid
repeating words. You’ll see how one small, neutral-tone particle
can transform everything around it.
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4. My Selfie
I EH A - W6 de zipai

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. Native
speakers produce speech at over 200 syllables per minute, so train
your brain daily. Listen and read each sentence a few times; if

some need 10+ repetitions, no problem—do it.

BHmMBR!
RER! X2S
RIARG?

! HEY?

FE! RXMHK
FREFTEYID?
. IRER
g ?

EX! REBPX
BTm?

27! RERT
g ?

ENT. o
7!
RERRET!

Kan wo de zipai!
Hén piaoliang! Zhe shi
jintian pai de ma?

Shil Haokan ma?

Haokan! Ni zhe jian
yifu shi xin de ma?

Shi xin de. Ni xihuan
ma?

Xihuan! Ni fa
péngyouquan le ma?

Fa le! Ni kanjian le
ma?

Kanjian le. W6
dianzan le!

Zhiyou ni dianzan le!
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Look at my selfie!

Very pretty! Was this
taken today?

Yes! Does it look
good?

It looks good! Is this
piece of clothing of
yours new?

It's new. Do you like
it?

I like it! Did you post
to Moments?

| posted it! Did you
see it?

| saw it. | liked it!

Only you liked it!



Words

)
B

X

e
HE
(&3
KA
G
ER

v 3
A&

E
=%

IS

RE

kan

zipai
piaoliang
zhe

pai
hdokan

jian

yifu

Xin

xithuan

fa
péngyduquan
kanjian
didnzan

zhiyou
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to look/watch/see

selfie

pretty/beautiful

this

to take (a photo)/to shoot
good-looking

(measure word for clothing)
clothes

new

to like

to post/send

Moments (WeChat)

to see/perceive

to like (thumbs up)

only

Grammar 4: The Magic Connector BY (de)

In this chapter, you'll learn B9 (de), one of the key particles in

Chinese.

This one particle can

show possession, connect

descriptions to nouns, and replace repeated nouns:

Show possession — who something belongs to: EcHIREA

(wé de péngyou my friend)

Connect descriptions to nouns — what kind of thing
something is: IFERIZRER (hdokan de yifu good-looking

clothes)
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. Replace repeated nouns — avoid saying the same noun
again: Y (wd de mine)

Possession

The most basic use of Y links pronouns to nouns. The pattern is:
FAIBEA (wo de zipai my selfie)
{RBYMNMEE (ni de kaféi your coffee)

Description and Attribution

The particle BY links descriptive words (adjectives, time words,
place words, or any other modifier) to nouns. The pattern is
Modifier + A3 + Noun:

HH94<BR (xin de yifu new clothes)

SREYWNHEE (jintian de kaféi today's coffee)

Standalone B9 — Replacing Nouns

Chinese uses HY on its own when the noun is already clear,
avoiding repetition. In the dialogue, Z#HY (shi xin de they're
new) uses #f to stand for FEIKER: (xin de yifu new clothes).
Another example: IX N2, (Zhege shi wo de. This is mine.).

When B3 Can Be Omitted

With very close relationships, Y is often dropped: 55 (wd
mdma my mom) instead of FAYIEEE (wd de mdama). Using BY is
never wrong, but omitting it often sounds more natural with family
and close friends.
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Golden Keys
22— Give / To / For

%5 (géi) has two related but different uses. First, it can be a real
verb meaning “to give.”
SF—IK. (Géi wé yi béi shui. Give me a glass of water.)
FALS{R¥TERIR. (WO géi ni dd dianhua. I'll call you / Il
make a phone call to you.)

Second, it can point to the person who receives or benefits from an
action; in English, this often becomes “to” or “for,” not “give.”

XZ2LE1REY, (zhe shi géi ni de. This is for you.)
The basic idea is that 45 + person points toward the recipient or
beneficiary.
Z_ Want / Will / Need

ZE (yao) is a versatile word. It can express desire, intention,
necessity, or something about to happen.

With a noun, it usually means “want” or “would like”:
FEMIME, (WS yao kaféi. | want coffee. / I'll have coffee.)

With a verb, it can mean “want to,” “be going to,” or “need to,”
depending on context:
FEXILT., (WS yao qu Béijing. | want to go to Beijing. /
I’'m going to Beijing.)
FKETIE. (WS yao gongzud. | need to work. / | have to
work.)

With 1 (le), it often means “be about to”:
ERM T, (Ydoxidyd le. It's about to rain.)
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Pronunciation 4: 4, yu, ju, qu, Xu

Today, we will learn how to pronounce the pinyin sounds i, j, q,
and x, which may seem difficult at first. Fortunately, these sounds
follow a systematic pattern, so once you understand it, you can
master them together. The key is to position the tip of your tongue
behind your lower front teeth.

How to Make (i —a Sound, Not Just a Spelling

The pinyin sound 0 is a sound, not just a spelling mark. To produce
it, say a long “ee” as in see. Keep your tongue where it is with the
tip forward, perhaps touching your lower front teeth. Then, round
your lips as if you were saying “00.” The formula is tongue of “ee”
+ lips of “00” = Ui. The French describe this as avoir la bouche en
cul de poule — literally, “to have a hen’s-ass mouth” (la bouche =
“the mouth,” cul = “ass,” poule = “hen”). In Chinese, a crude
approximation could be XBfEERZME (7 pigti zui hen-asshole mouth).

In pinyin, {i is written with dots after nand I:
ZZ (nii female)
%% (/i green)

However, after j, q, x, the sound U is written simply as u. So ju, qu,
xu are pronounced like ju, qu, x{.

2 (gu to go)

ZE (xd to need)

How to Make j, q, x

The sounds j, g, x belong together. For all three, the tip of the
tongue stays behind the lower front teeth.
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. q is close to ch in cheese or Italian ciao.

. X is a sharp, forward sound between English s and sh,

again with the tongue tip behind the lower front teeth.

Watch a few pronunciation videos on social media about the

Chinese sounds "4," "j," "g," and "x." Seeing the tongue and lip

positions can help you understand the patterns better.

Your Word Bank
Words 2: Social Media

BH zhaopian
R paizhao
% méi
:ﬁ}_f?; fénxiang
i?ki/[,: pinglun
% zhudnfa
xE guanzhi

Words 3: Describing Things

X da

/J\ xiao
—j.—ﬂ— gui
Ey pianyi
= léng
%‘}‘é gaoxing
2‘7\7 dud

Melis — Kamps

photo/picture
to take a photo
beautiful

to share
comment

to repost/share

to follow

big

small
expensive
cheap
cold

happy

many/much
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Words 4: Golden Words

ER
=
£
RE

=
e

ik
i

gén

Your Sentence Bank

with; follow
must; have to
give; for

can; be able to
walk; leave
let; allow

to do/make

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how

the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2

XERNER.

BARE
iR,

BB FiXoK R
Fo

FE RIRAOITEL
I
RE#HLRNE
Fo

Zhé shiwo de
zhaopian.

Women paizhao ba.
Ta hén méi.

W0 xiang fénxiang zhe
zhang zhaopian.

W0 kanjian ni de
pinglun le.

Bl yao zhudnfa wo de
zhaopian.

This is my photo.

Let’s take a photo.
She is beautiful.

| want to share this
photo.

| saw your comment.

Don’t repost my photo.
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Sentences 3
ANERIRN,
XHRRASR

L%MUHF’EETE@
Ho

SRIRA
KRS,
XEARZ,

BRI EFR

o

Sentences 4
RULIEXT
XEEIRAY,
%ﬁ‘éﬂ%ﬂ%?
BAIZER
ILREE.
B WIR.
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W0 guanzhu ni le.

Zhege shouji hén da.

Nage pinggud hén xido.

Zheé jian yifu tai gui le.

Zhe jia kaféigudn hén
pianyi.

Jintian hén léng.

W6 hén gaoxing.
Zhéli rén hén duo.

WO gén péngyou qu
Xuéxiao.

Ni shuod de dui.
Zheé shi géi ni de.
Ni néng lai ma?
Wdmen zbu ba.
Rang wo kankan.

W6 hui zuo fan.
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| followed you.

This phone is big.

That apple is small.
This piece of clothing is
too expensive.

This café is cheap.

It is cold today.
I am very happy.

There are many people
here.

| go to school with a
friend.

You are right.

This is for you.

Can you come?
Let’s go.

Let me have a look.

| can cook.
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Summary + Preview
You've completed Lesson 4! Here's what you learned:
. Y (de) — the connector for possession, description, and
repeated nouns.
. %4 (géi) and Z (ydo) — two Golden Keys with several
everyday uses.

. Pronunciation: the neutral tone, the ii sound, and the j, q,

X sounds.
Total words learned so far: about 140.

In Lesson 5, you will learn 1X“ (zhége this) and BB (ndge that),
review the general measure word /™ (gé), and learn a few other
measure words. You will also practice using j& (méi) in common
phrases such as X% (méi guanxi it's okay), ;&Z8 (méi shi no
problem / I'm fine), and ;&[] (méi wenti no problem). Finally,
you will see an overview table of all 20 possible two-character tone

combinations.
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5. Do you have money?

RB4ERND? — NV ydu gidn ma?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen

recognition happens subconsciously,

repeatedly to each single sentence. Sound
but only after massive

repetition. Listen and read each sentence a few times; if some

need 10+ repetitions, no problem—do it.

XANE0H?
=t
XRFKIBIE,
ARFRA, &B
SAIBAT.

BT LARIE 2415
?

AL, ME. X
F=EBATLA
YFRY, FeAB.
¥y, !

TREIBIR!
Words
XA

el

%

Zhege dudshao gian?
Sanshi kuai.

Zhe ci wo qging ba.
Buyong buyong, wo ziji
fu jit xing.

Kéyi Weixin Zhifu ma?
Kéyi, Weixin, Zhifubdo
dou kéyi.

Hao de, wo sdoma.
Hao le, xiéxie!

Xia ci wo ging ni!

zhege

duOshao

gian

How much is this?
Thirty yuan.

Let me treat you this
time.

No need, no need, I'll
just pay for myself.

Can | pay with WeChat
Pay?

Yes, WeChat and Alipay
both work.

Okay, I'll scan the code.
Done, thanks!

Next time I'll treat you!

this
how much/many

money
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=t sanshi thirty

R kuai yuan (RMB)
Xk zhe ci this time

5 qing to treat/invite
~H biayong no need
BC ziji self/myself
fF fu to pay

1T jit xing that's enough/will do
af |} kéyi can/may
WIS AT Wéixin Zhifl WecChat Pay
XAE Zhifubso Alipay

R dou both/all
Hay hio de okay

LT hio le done/finished
Heg saoma to scan code
5T xiéxie thank you
Tk Xxia ci next time

Grammar 5: This, That, and Which One

This chapter shows how Chinese points to things with X" (zhége
this) and BB (nage that). Both words contain /™ (gé), the general
measure word introduced in Lesson 3.

Measure words are among the most intriguing features of Chinese.
These small words classify things in the world — things one can
touch, such as objects, and things one can only think about, such
as ideas or revolutions — according to shape, size, or type. They
may seem unfamiliar at first, but handling the most common ones
is no more difficult than learning basic makeup vocabulary:

Melis — Kamps
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foundation, concealer, blush, bronzer, eyeliner, mascara, and lip
gloss.

“ (ge) — The Universal Measure Word

The word /™ is your default measure word for people, things, and
abstract concepts. In Chinese, you cannot simply say “one person”
or “two phones” — you must insert “}> between the number and
the noun:

— A (yT ge rén one person)

B NFE, (lidng ge shéujitwo phones)

=/MAaJR& (san ge wenti three problems)
The pattern is: Number + 4> + Noun. Think of 4™ as similar to
saying “one piece of cake” or “two cups of coffee” in English — but

in Chinese, measure words are used much more widely, even with
people and abstract ideas.

Some nouns have their own specific measure words. For example,
remember the first three entries in the following list (book,
clothing, paper) and take a look at the others. These are the most
frequent measure words. For now, “ is the safest default when
the specific measure word is not yet known. Though its dictionary
pronunciation is /> (gé), it is often pronounced with a neutral tone,
ge, in everyday speech.

Il & (bén) — books = {4 (jian) — clothing
—ZH (yi bén sha) —4AER (vijian yifu)

= one bound thing of book = one wearable thing of
=a book clothing

= a piece of clothing

https://AmedeoChinese.com



i (zhang) — flat objects
—5K4K (yi zhdng zhi)
= one flat pancake of paper
= a sheet of paper

[ (kéu) — mouthfuls
—OS (yi kéu qi)
= one mouthful blast of air
= a breath

< &7 (liang) — vehicles
—i/ZE (yi liang ché)

= one rolling machine of car
=acar
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% W (shuang) - pairs

—XNEE (yi shudng xié)
= one pair bundle of shoes
= a pair of shoes

2l B (zhi) — animals

— 238 (yi zhi mao)
= one single critter of cat
=acat

& 5% (tido) — long things
—25% 8 (yi tido yu)

= one long noodle of fish
= afish

1X/N/BB/™ - This One / That One
X (zhé) and BB (na) mean "this" and "that," but when you want to

combine them with a noun, you must insert the measure word 4>.
This creates 1IX“] (zhége this one) and BB (ndge that one)—
among the most frequent words in Chinese:

XMRYF, (Zhége hén hdo. This one is very good.)
FEBBN. (W6 yao nage. | want that one.)
XNFENEFE. (Zhége shuji shi xin de. This phone is

new.)

Melis — Kamps
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iX and B — As Pronouns
When 1X (zhé this) and BB (nd that) combine with & (shi), they
function as pronouns, pointing at something without directly
naming it:
XEFHIFH. (Zhe shi wé de shéuji. This is my phone.)
BREMNMEEENS? (N shi kaféigudn ma? Is that a coffee
shop?)
Notice the difference: iX (zhé) can stand alone before &, as in iX
E23FH (zhe shi shéuji. This is a phone). But before a noun, Chinese
normally uses IX/™ (zhége), as in IXMNFH, (zhége shéujT this
phone). In short: X = “this” as a pronoun; X" = “this” before a
noun.

B (ndge) — Which One
The question word BB (nd which) follows the same pattern—it
combines with /™ to create 1", asking "which one."

BB NZARAY? (Ndge shi ni de? Which one is yours?)
{REMRN? (Ni yao ndge? Which one do you want?)
Note that I} (nd which) and #P (na that) are different words. They

have different characters and different tones.
Common Phrases with j&

In many common phrases, you can shorten ;&8 to just j& (méi).
These phrases are used constantly in daily conversation, so
memorize them!

https://AmedeoChinese.com
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JRHEZ (méi guanxi — it doesn’t matter / no worries / it’s
okay)

Used as a reply to an apology:

SIAES! (Duibugi! Sorry!)

i&XR, (Méiguanxi. It's okay.)

&2 (méi shi— it’s nothing / I’'m fine / no problem)
Used to say that everything is okay:

{RYFNIS? (Nf hdo ma? How are you?)

i8EE, (Méishi. 'm fine.)

JR/E]E& (méi wénti — no problem)

Used to agree or reassure:

¥FI9? (Hdo ma? Is it okay?)

iZIB)ER, (Méi wenti. No problem.)

Golden Keys

3

Although & (hdi) and B (zai) can both be translated into
European languages with words such as “still,” “again,” or “more,”
they have clearly distinct meanings in Chinese. 3& focuses on
continuation or addition, while 5 focuses on future repetition:

. 1& (hdi) = continuation of a state or adding more: “still,”
“also,” “in addition”

”u

. 5 (zai) = repetition in the future: “again,” “one more
time”

Melis — Kamps
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3

M- Still / Also / In Addition

& (hai) signals continuation or addition.
R8B! (Hdi ydu a! There’s more! / There’s still more!)
ABNE? (Hdi you ma? Is there more? / Anything else?)
FARTE. (WO hdi zai. 'm still here.)
FIARTENZ., (WO hdi zai chi. 'm still eating.)
REMIMEIS? (Hdi yao kdféi ma? Do you still want coffee? /
Do you want more coffee?)

A — Again / One More Time

B (zai) looks forward. It means “again” or “one more time” for
actions that will happen in the future.

B! (zaijian! Goodbye! / See you again!)
BiR—IR, (Zai shué yi ci. Say it again / Say it one more
time.)

FEBNIZ—/ ., (WS zdi chiyi ge. I'll eat one more.)

French and Italian speakers should be careful because encore and
ancora behave more like English words such as “still,” “again,” and
“more”: the meaning depends heavily on context. Spanish is closer
to Chinese here, because it often separates these ideas:
todavia/auin means “still,” otra vez/de nuevo means “again,” and
mds means “more.”

https://AmedeoChinese.com
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Pronunciation 5: Two-Syllable Combinations

The true secret of Chinese tones lies not in the pronunciation of a
single tone, but in the combinations of the four main tones plus
the neutral tone, or Tone 5.

In two-character words or short phrases, the first character can
have Tone 1, 2, 3, or 4, and the second character can have Tone 1,
2, 3, 4, or 5. This gives 20 possible combinations. For three
characters, there are 80 combinations. For four characters, there
are 320 combinations.

There are many possible combinations, but for beginners it helps
to bring some order to the apparent chaos. Today, let’s take a
quick look at the 20 possible two-character combinations.

Table 5.1. Possible two-character tone combinations

Second tone

First tone 1 2 3 4 5
1 1-1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5
2 2-1 2-2 2-3 2-4 2-5
3 3-1 3-2 3-3 3-4 3-5
4 4-1 4-2 4-3 4-4 4-5

The examples use words and short phrases that have already been
introduced. Click on a word in the app to hear its pronunciation.
More examples will appear in later lessons.

Melis — Kamps
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Tone 1 first

1-1

&K (jintian - today)

MMEE (kaféi — coffee)

1-2

= (sanshi — thirty)

IEZX (hé cha —drink tea)
1-3

F4F (zhongwl — noon)

43 E (fénxidng — to share)
1-4

3= (Weixin — WeChat)
K& (zhidao — to know)
8RB (paizhao —to take a
photo)

=X (gaoxing — happy)

1-5

EHHY (zhén de —real; really)
7RG (ddngxi — thing; things)
AR (yifu — clothes)

%/D (dudshao — how much;
how many)

Tone 2 first
2-1
BAZX (mingtian — tomorrow)

Ai8] (shijian —time)

4163 (hdngbao — red envelope

with money)

%8 (qidnbao — wallet)

2-2

1%%% (méi gidn — have no
money)

Q¥ (méi tang — no sugar)
2-3

i&8 (méiydu — do not have;
there is not)

28K (natié — latte)

3R (pinggud - apple)

A4 (nitindi — milk)

2-4

1 (xuéxido — school)
FFiL (pinglun — comment; to
comment)

2-5

BRA (péngyou — friend)
f+4 (shénme — what)

B=F (mingzi — name)

{8E (pianyi — cheap)

Tone 3 first
3-1
ZIfi (130sht - teacher)
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FH1 (shéuji — mobile phone)

FEAZ (zhuanfa — to repost; to
forward)

3-2

R (wd 14i — 'l come; I'll do
it)

{FR3E (ni 14i — you come; your
turn)

I3 (yé 1ai — also come)
3-33

{RYF (ni hdo — hello)

1RYF (hén hdo — very good)
#3859 (sdoma — scan a code)
BILA (kéyi — can; may)

B (zhiydu - only)

3-4

HZ (wo ai— 1 love)

{RZ (ni qu - you go)

2 (wo shi—1am)

¥FZ& (haokan — good-looking)

3 Note: in actual pronunciation,
3-3 becomes 2-3. For example,
{/RYF is written ni hdo, but
pronounced ni hao.

Melis — Kamps
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R (didnzan - to like; to give
a thumbs-up)

3-5

FeAiJ (wdmen — we; us)
{RIR (ni ne —and you?)

B I (z30shang — morning)
B%_E (wanshang — evening)
15 (zénme — how; why)
Tone 4 first

4-1

B#H (zipai - selfie)

HBZR (na jia — that place; that
shop)

18 (qu hé - go drink)

4-2

AT (buxing — not possible;
not okay)

AT (jiuxing — that will do;
that’s enough)

{F5% (fu gidn — to pay money)
43

EB5Z (dianying — movie)
IXEB (zheli — here)

543 (haoma — number)

B (ziji — oneself)
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{FER (fukudn — payment; to 4-5

pay) XA (zhége — this)

4-4 BB/ (nage — that)

DA (jianmian — to meet) X (zhéme — so; this much)
FBIE (dianhua - phone call; =S (piaoliang — beautiful)
telephone) 55T (xiexie — thank you)
&N (kanjian - to see) %57 (bing le — got sick; is sick
BB (zhaopian — photo) now)

TR (xiaci — next time)

Your Word Bank
Words 2: Mobile Payment

) erwéima QR code

=1L saoma to scan code

DEN fukuan to pay/make payment
L&#\ shoukuan to receive payment
iﬁ;lj{{{ zhudnzhang to transfer money
AR héngbao red envelope (containing money)
%8 gidnbao wallet

Words 3: Money & Shopping

£ mai to buy

S mai to sell

ﬁﬁﬁ shangdian shop/store

;it_l_'ﬁ chaoshi supermarket

RIE fandian restaurant

https://AmedeoChinese.com
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expensive

cheap

exactly; precisely; simply is
(suggestion/softening particle)
and

softening sentence-final particle

inside; in

—j,% gui

(ED=N pianyi
Words 4: Golden Words
e jitishi

12} ba

0 hé

iF ya

=2 I¥

/Z—\ hui

will; know how to

many; much; more

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how

the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2
XA ZHERD O] Y
ag?
TEHAK.

BARMENK.

XE T ARIE
R ?

Zhege erwéima kéyi Can | scan this QR

sdao ma? code?

Qing sdoma fukuan. Please scan the code
to pay.

W06 yong Weixin | pay with WeChat.

fukuan.

Zheli kéyi yong Weixin  Can | pay with WeChat

fukuan ma? here?
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R IREEIKIE
XELIRINLIE

ENEREExR
%o
FABTLIXA,

Sentences 3
{RSZINMERD?
AR ETR/)\

HEBHERK,

PMRRT .
%K/\TE@*
XD

Sentences 4

B LIE
BMPAREIRIE

gF R
FHAERE.

W0 géi ni zhuanzhang
ba.

Zhe shi géini de
hdéngbao.

W0 de gidnbao If
méiyou gian.

W6 xiang mai zhege.

Ni mai kaféi ma?

Na jia shangdian hén
xido.

W0 qu chaoshi mai
shul.

Zhe jia fandian bu gui.

Zhege tai gui le.
Nage hén pianyi.
Jiushi zhege.

Mingtian jian ba.

W0 hé péngyou qu
fandian.

Hao guiya!

Shduji zai bao Ii.

I'll transfer the money
to you, okay?

This red envelope is for
you.

There is no money in
my wallet.

| want to buy this.

Do you sell coffee?

That shop is small.

I’'m going to the
supermarket to buy
water.

This restaurant is not
expensive.

This is too expensive.

That one is cheap.

This is exactly it.

See you tomorrow,
okay?

I’'m going to a
restaurant with a
friend.

So expensive!

The phone is in the
bag.
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ﬁi/ﬁ\?ﬂﬁgo W6 hui sdoma. | know how to scan a
code.
XEARZEZ, Zhéli rén hén duo. 'rl;here are many people
ere.

Summary + Preview

You've completed Lesson 5! Here's what you learned:

e XA (zhége this one), BB (nage that one), and 1™
(ndge which one)

. /N (gé — general measure word), used after numbers and
demonstratives
. 1K (hdi still / also / more) and F& (zdi again, for future
repetition)
You also practiced common phrases with j& (méi), such as ;jRFEZHR
(méi guanxi it doesn’t matter), ;%Z8 (méi shi it’s nothing), and ;&[]
R (méi wénti no problem).
In pronunciation, you saw that Chinese tones become most
interesting in combinations. With four main tones plus the neutral
tone, two-character words have 20 possible tone patterns.

Total words learned so far: ~180 words

In Lesson 6, you’ll look at one of the most common puzzles for
Chinese learners: why R (hén) appears so often, even when it
does not mean “very.”
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6. What do you want?

IRAEEAT 47

Listen AND Read Together! {3

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. You're building

- Ni xiang yao shénme?

neural pathways for a tonal language—repetition is the only way.

Listen and read each sentence a few times; if some need 10+

repetitions, no problem—do it.

BHT. (R
RBHT. —
EINRIE!
P! fRan
27
REERT. X
A FRIT.
7! RELE.
EE N7
BA— . B
g ?

BT ZOH?

I+, REE

|

N R, AN
—ieneng!

W6 é le. Ni ne?
W0 yé e le. Yigi dian
waimai ba!

Hao a! Ni xiang chi
shénme?

W0 xiang chr jidozi.
Zhege canting hén
hdo.

Hao! W yao chi
mian. Hai yao biéde
ma?

Zai dian yi ge cai.
GOu ma?

Gou le! Dudshao
gian?

W(shi kuai. Hén
pianyi!

Ban xidoshi dao.
Women yiqi chi bal

I'm hungry. And you?

I'm hungry too. Let's order
delivery together!

Okay! What do you want
to eat?

| want to eat dumplings.
This restaurant is good.

Good! | want noodles. Do
you want anything else?

Let's order one more dish.
Is that enough?

Enough! How much is it?

Fifty yuan. Very cheap!

It'll arrive in half an hour.
Let's eat together!



Words

% :

=3 dian
32 waimai
—i yigi

nz cht
i jigozi
§H— canting
= yao
1) mian
SN hai
k= biéde
== zai

3 cai

7% gou
F+ wushi
(ED=N pianyi
=23 ban
JINEF xiaoshi
| dao
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hungry

to order
takeout/food delivery
together

to eat
dumplings
restaurant

to want/need
noodles
still/also
other/else
again
dish/vegetable
enough

fifty

cheap

half

hour

to arrive

Grammar 6: Adjectives with 1R

One curious feature of Chinese is that adjectives often appear with

1R (hén). However, even though 1B means "very," the word is
often not translated at all. Why is that?
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Adjectives Function as Verbs

In Chinese, adjectives can function as the main verb in a sentence,
so they do not need a separate verb “to be.” For example, “I'm
hungry” or “This restaurant is good” can be expressed with just the
adjective acting as “to be + adjective”:

FHi#., (Woe. I'mhungry.)

XMNETIF. (Zhége canting hdo. This restaurant is

good.)
However, in neutral statements like these, a bare adjective can
sound comparative in Chinese. For example, IX’M&ETIF (Zhége
canting hdo. This restaurant is good.) may suggest “good
compared with others.” To make the sentence sound natural and

neutral, Chinese speakers commonly add R (hén) before the
adjective.

1R as Grammatical Filler

In most neutral adjective statements, 1R before an adjective does
not mean “very”; it works as a grammatical filler in the pattern
Subject + fR + Adjective. So IRIE{RIF usually means “The
restaurant is good,” not necessarily “The restaurant is very good.”
XMNETIRYF. (Zhége canting hén hdo. This restaurant
is good.)
SMSEIRER. (Waimai hén gui. Delivery is expensive.)

WARIT. (7@ hén mdng. She's busy.)
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Drop 1R in these situations

In questions with 15 (ma):
H019? (Gui ma? s it expensive?)
f1%09? (Gou ma? Is it enough?)
With 7 (le) indicating change of state:
KET . (Woele. I'mhungry now.)
157! (Gou le! That's enough!)
In negation with 4~ (bu):
A28, (BU gui. Not expensive.)

AYF., (Bu hdo. Not good.)

Golden Keys
G (jiu) — Then / Only / Exactly / Right Away

g (ji) is one of the most essential but challenging words in
Chinese. Its meaning changes with context, and there is no single

” o

just,

” u

English equivalent. It can mean “then,” “only, right away,”

or “exactly.” Mastering Hfi takes time, but it is useful to start
recognizing it early.
o FeHid! (WS jiu I6i! I'm coming right away!)
o  HLXHE. (it zhéyang. Just like this. / That's it.)
o FLEIXAN. Uit shizhége. It's exactly this one. / This is the
one.)

"FL2" (it shi) deserves special mention—it means "exactly,"
"precisely," or "it's just that." You'll hear it constantly: FLEIX#E,
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(Jitr shi zhéyang. It's just like this./That's exactly right.) Or FL2{R!
(Jiu shi ni! It's you!).
Don’t worry if Ff; feels confusing now. For now, simply recognize it

when it appears and observe how its meaning changes in different
contexts.

%/ (dudshao) — How Much / How Many

%/ (duéshao) means “how much” or “how many.” It is used to

ask about quantities and prices, especially in markets and shops.

For prices, the key question is Z/D§%? (dudshao gidn? How much

is it?) Here, 2/ means “how much,” and £&% means “money.”
IXNEBIL? (Zhége dubshao gidn? How much is this?)
FBEZ/VRE? (Ni ydu dudshao péngyou? How many
friends do you have?)

When answering prices, Chinese often uses 3 (kudi) for yuan. For
example, =+3& means “thirty yuan.”

Pronunciation: Retroflex Sounds zh, ch, sh, r

To properly pronounce the Chinese sounds zh, ch, and sh, use j, q,
and x as reference positions. With j, g, and x, the tip of the tongue
stays down and touches the lower front teeth. For zh, ch, and sh,
curl the tongue tip back slightly from the j/q/x position, but don't
pull it as far back as you might expect—it's a subtle curl, not a
dramatic retraction. Chinese ch is not like the strongly pulled-back
“ch” sometimes produced by German speakers. The pattern is:
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j=>zh
g-—>ch
x - sh

zh, ch, sh

zh: similar to the j in English “judge,” but slightly retroflex.
0 (zhi to know)
1X (zhé this)
&1 (zhéng middle)

ch: similar to the ch in English “church,” but slightly retroflex and
strongly aspirated.

% (chr to eat)
ZE (ché car)
H (chi to go out)
sh: similar to the sh in English “shoe,” but slightly retroflex.
2 (shi to be)
{4 (shénme what)
3 (shd book)

The "r" Sound

The Chinese "r" sound is similar to the "s" in the English words
"pleasure" or "measure"—a buzzing "sh" sound.

Some Chinese speakers pronounce the "r" sound more like the "}"
in the French "je t'aime" (without curling the tongue back). Many
learners find this pronunciation easier to produce than the
standard retroflex r, and it will be understood everywhere.
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The Chinese r is not trilled like the Spanish "perro," not guttural
like the French or German "r," and not like the Japanese flap.

Practice with these words:
A (rén person)

# (ré hot)

H (ri day)

TAIR (rénshi to know)

B 5 (réngyi easy)

Your Word Bank
Words 2: Food Delivery Apps

=H] Méituan Meituan (delivery app)
BTA Ele me Ele.me (delivery app)
ShSER waimaiyuan delivery person

IxF gishou rider (delivery person)
=R songcan deliver food

iTEa dingdan order

[iTe péisong delivery/distribution

Words 3: Meals & Food

aF baozi steamed bun
5(%7%\ jidan egg

e mianbao bread

K& shuigud fruit

$’f& zofan breakfast
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canky ol wufan lunch
iR wdnfan dinner

Words 4: Golden Words

X you again

g c ziji self; oneself
—T yixia a bit; once
J\E% haishi or; still

oJ [,;{ kéyi can; may
HYH@—LE shihou time; moment
E shang up; on; above

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how
the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and
later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2
ﬁﬁ%.‘:)ﬁﬂ‘ W0 zai Méituan shang | order delivery on

dian waimai. Meituan.
52,
ﬁk? /A\’@,EILXO E le me yé kéyi. Ele.me is also fine.
9]\325\__%”7[]37 Waimai yuan dao le Has the delivery

ma? worker arrived?
Eﬁi?‘fi;_é’ﬁj.o Qishdu zai songcan. The rider is delivering

food.
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BB BN,

HHTRET
FLIEAR R

Sentences 3

BLEREZET.
HEEBE,
XA EEREFIZ

LT —RKR

BIRIZ A7
FiR—EZIE,

BETRI B .
RXRIET?

Sentences 4
B k.
HE—TITE.

RE@MERIRT
?

AT LA
Nz iR B B 5 E

Songcan yao ban
xidoshi.
W0 de dingdan dao le.

Peisong bu gui.

Zaoshang wo chi baozi.

W0 xiang yao jidan.
Zhége mianbao hén
hdochi.

WO mai le yidian
shuigud.

Zaofan chi shénme?
W(fan yiqi chi ba.
Wanfan wo ziji zuo.

Ni you dian waimai le?

W0 ziji fu gian.

W0 kan yixia dingdan.

Ni yao mian haishi
jidozi?

Xianzai kéyi song ma?

Chifan de shihou bié

Food delivery takes
half an hour.

My order has arrived.

Delivery is not
expensive.

| eat baozi in the
morning.
| want eggs.

This bread is good.

| bought some fruit.

What are we having
for breakfast?

Let’s have lunch
together.

I'll make dinner myself.

Did you order delivery
again?

I'll pay myself.
I'll take a look at the
order.

Do you want noodles
or dumplings?

Can it be delivered
now?
Don’t look at your
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Flo kan shouijt. phone while eating.
= -EESE. Zhudzi shang you There is bread on the
mianbao. table.

Summary + Preview
You’'ve completed Lesson 6! Here’s what you learned:

. 1B (hén) — a grammatical filler that makes adjective
statements neutral, not “very”

e i (jit)) — one of the most frequent but most slippery
words in Chinese

. Retroflex sounds zh, ch, sh, r — slightly retracted from j, q,
x, but with the tongue still fairly far forward

You also learned 7V (duéshao how much / how many), essential
for markets worldwide.

Total words learned so far: ~220 words

In Lesson 7, you'll learn how Chinese handles key question words
in a very natural way, without changing word order, and you’ll start
to hear important pronunciation differences that make spoken
Chinese more precise. You’ll also explore how words for ability and
permission, BE (néng) and BILA (kéyi), are used differently.
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7. Where did you go?
{REME)LT? —Niqu nar le?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Always listen and read simultaneously — loop the audio and use the
word-by-word translation to understand every word. You can't
think your way to fluency because your brain must hear thousands
of sentences and absorb thousands of words through repeated

exposure. Listen to this lesson today, tomorrow and the day after.

REERZWRILTY

?
HELEER T .
RifE—E X7
ERAR— !
7 BANEER
Be v M2

X! HERER
£ RET?

BEHABET?
—¥BH. B

=z [H

/%\/L‘z\!
FRBAIZIR
I

M BABEXRT

Ni zuétian qu nar
le?

Wo qu
dianyingyuan le.
Gén shéi yiqi qu
de?

Gén niyiqgi a!
Wo6? Women qu
dianyingyuan le
ma?

Dui a! Zuétian
wanshang. Ni
wang le?

Kan shénme
dianying le?

Yi bu gang pian.
Hén you yisi!

Dianying hou
women chifan le.

O! W xidng qilai

Where did you go
yesterday?

| went to the cinema.
Who did you go with?

With you!

Me? Did we go to the
cinema?

Yes! Yesterday evening. Did
you forget?

What movie did we watch?

A Hong Kong film. Very
interesting!

After the movie we had
dinner.

Oh! | remember now!



Words
FEX

R A
R

i

5t

B% I

=2
-/

Grammer 7: Question Words

le!

zuétian
dianyingyuan
gén
shéi/shui

dui
wanshang
wang
dianying

bu

gang pian
you yisi
hou
chifan

o

xiang qilai
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yesterday
cinema/movie theater
with

who

correct/right/yes
evening

to forget

movie

measure word (for films,
books, machines)
Hong Kong film

interesting

after

to eat/have a meal
oh (exclamation)

to remember/recall

In this chapter, you will learn the essential question words:
. {4 (shénme what)
o ifE (shéi who)

B (nd which)
BBJL (ndr where)
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o /B (z6nme how)
e A (weishénme why)
o EAFE (zénmeyang how is it?)

The Key Principle

Chinese follows SVO (Subject—Verb—Object) order, the same as
English. he question word goes where the answer would appear.

14 (shénme) — What
Asks about things:
X242 (zZheé shi shénme? What is this?)
{RAENZA+A? (NI xidng chi shénme? What do you want to
eat?)
JEA (z6nme) — How
Asks about manner or method:
{RIEAZE? (Nf z6nme qu? How are you getting there?)
I (shéi) — Who
Asks about people:
HEET? (Shéi g le? Who went?)
{RINIRIEE? (NI rénshi shéi? Who do you know?)
A4 (weéishénme) — Why
Asks for reasons:

P ALIXAE? (Weishénme zhéme gui? Why s it so
expensive?)
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JEAFE (z6nmeyang) — How s it ?

Asks for opinions or evaluations:
IXNETEALRE? (Zhége canting zénmeyang? How is this
restaurant?)

BF7™ (ndge) — Which / Which One

Combines I (nd which) with /> (the general measure word). Can
be used alone ("which one") or with a noun ("which + noun"):

IBBN? (Ndge? Which one?)

WRNEBERZ? (Ndge dianying? Which movie?)
BBJL, (ndr) — Where

{REWB)L? (NI gu ndr? Where are you going?)

Note: B8] L (nar) and BBER (n&li) mean the same.

Golden Keys

B (néng) — Can / Able To (Capability)

BE (néng) expresses physical ability or whether circumstances

permit something. It asks: "Are you able to?" or "Is it possible?"
FRECER{R, (WO néng bang ni | can help you. / I'm able to
help you.)
{RBE3EIT? (NV néng 1ai ma? Can you come? / Are you able
to come?)

HKSEKARBEZ. (W4 jintian bu néng qu. | can’t go today. /
I’'m not able to go today.)
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BIL{ (kéyi) — Can / May (Permission and Acceptability)

"BJLA" (kéyi) asks for or grants permission and relates to social
acceptability, not physical ability. It can mean "May 1?", "Is it okay
to?", or "It's allowed."

FAILAETIS? (WO kéyi zou le ma? May | go now? / Can |
leave?)
BJLUHSE, (Kéyi jinldi. You may come in. / It's okay to

come in.)

w:n
|

Pronunciation 7: The Three Faces of Pinyin

Here's an interesting fact about pinyin: the letter i can represent
three different sounds depending on the preceding letter. Many
learners try to pronounce all "i" sounds the same way, which
makes their pronunciation sound unnatural.

1. Regulari

After most consonants, pinyin i sounds like ee in see. The
exceptions are z, ¢, s and zh, ch, sh, r (see below).

e {R(niyou)
o K (mirice)

e 15 (giseven)

2. Dental buzzing i

After z, ¢, and s, pinyin i is not pronounced like ee. It's just the
consonant sound continuing!

. g (si four) — sounds like "sss" extended, not "see"

e JR (citime; occurrence)
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e  =F(zi character)

3. Retroflex buzzing i

After zh, ch, sh, and r, pinyin i is also not pronounced like ee.
Again, it's just the consonant sound continuing!

. £ (shi to be) — sounds like "shhh" extended, not "shee"
e [% (chito eat)
e Hiriday)

Your Word Bank
Words 2: Numbers & Small Quantities

=S ling zero

ZF gian thousand
IC yuan yuan (RMB)
5 sui years old
— yiban half

— b yixié some
—=JL yidianr a little

Words 3: Places & Transportation

=2 o Xuéxiao school
HiE shadian bookstore
e ylyuan hospital
i ché car/vehicle
HFEE chaziché taxi

j(i hudché train
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_K,;]r)'[, feijt airplane

Words 4: Golden Words

T’":ﬁﬁ gaosu tell

iz_iﬁ haiyou also; in addition; there is also

$ shi matter; thing

Zi/ﬁ\ buhui cannot; will not

%Z{% shi bu shi is it?; isn’t it?; right?;
whether or not

1 shéi who

Z{‘ﬁ‘g bunéng cannot; must not

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how
the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and
later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2

xJLa] [,){:j:E BRI Zhér kéyi paizhao ma?  Can | take photos

) here?

%B)Lﬁﬁ:ﬁ%o Nar ydu jia shadian. There is a bookstore
over there.

ﬁ‘{%%ﬂ}jﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ Ni yao kan né bu Which movie do you

) dianying? want to watch?

j@?’j—: EE?ZK;—E . Ta zai dianyingyuan. She is at the movie

theater.



b1 £ X0z ik
1A E AR AR
CTHEEE,

Sentences 3
FRAERIL?
KEEBIE,

EREiX LA

XEIRAIZED?
BAAL AR

Bog T K,
YRAR T TRAL G ?

Sentences 4

HIFR—HE

Rl L
HEE, At

BARHEEZA .

REARST?

Tamen wanshang qu
chifan.

Tamen shi wo de
péngyou.

Ta zaiché Il

Xuéxiao zai nar?

W xiang qu shidian.

Yiyuan li zher bu yuan.

Zhe shi ni de ché ma?

Wdmen zuo chiziché
ba.

WO méi zuoguo
huoché.
Ni zuoguo féijt ma?

WO gaosu ni yi jian shi.

Hai you bié de ma?
W6 you shi, bu néng
qu.

W0 bu hui shud zhége.

Ni shi bu shi wang le?
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They are going to eat
tonight.

They are my friends.

Itisin the car.

Where is the school?

| want to go to the
bookstore.

The hospital is not far
from here.

Is this your car?

Let’s take a taxi.

| have never taken a
train.

Have you ever taken a
plane?

I'll tell you something.

Is there anything else?

| have something to
do, so | can’t go.

I don't know how to
say this.
Did you forget?
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REREE? Ni gén shéi qu? Who are you going
with?
S RANGEFER Jintian bl néng kan | can’t watch a movie
dianying. today.

o

Summary + Preview

You’'ve completed Lesson 7! The question words introduced in this

lesson are:

{+4. (shénme what)

B (zénme how)

1fE (shéi who)

BBJL (ndr where)

N4 (weishénme why)
EAFE (zénmeyang how is it?)

MBS (ndge which one)

In pronunciation, the key point is that pinyin i after z, ¢, s, zh, ch,

sh, and r is not pronounced like English "ee." The "i" is not a

separate vowel—it's just the consonant sound continuing:

e [ (si four) — sounds like "sss" extended, not "see"

e =2 (shi to be) — sounds like "shhh" extended, not "shee"

Total words learned so far: ~255 words

In Lesson 8, you’ll learn how Chinese uses numbers, measure

words, and nouns together in everyday speech. You'll also see the

difference between [ (lidng two before measure words) and —
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(ér two in numbers), and hear how the pronunciation of — (y7 one)
changes in context.
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8. What do you want?

YRELMH2 2 - Niyao shénme?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. The gap
between "I hear gibberish" and "I hear words" closes through
repetition, not explanation. Listen and read each sentence a few
times; if some need 10+ repetitions, no problem—do it.

ﬁ‘(?’j—: g_’qﬂ—/A? Ni zai mdi shénme? What are you buying?

5SSy E v g WV(? rrjéi liang jian yifu. I'm byying two pieces of
AR éﬁ ;J_{E,\]l Géi ni de! clothing — for you!
“BERN? % Géi wo de? Dudshao For me? How much per
%-’T’—P gian yi jian? piece?
R 3 Waushi kuai. Hai maile  Fifty yuan per piece. | also

i N Y N tshi kuai. Hai mai | f |
T :ZIK:B san bén sha. bought three books.
H48? Shénme shi? What books?
L—}‘-_I:Pﬁﬁ’\]:[:jo Xué zhongwén de Books for learning
?ﬂzﬂ]—iaﬁ shi. Womenyigi kan.  Chinese. We'll read them

EHo together.
j\(ﬁ}? I —3t Tai hdo le! Yigong Great! How much
2‘7\7"‘%&:7 dudshao qian? altogether?
v .

—B+t+i, Yibai gishi kuai. Hai One hundred seventy
A you yi ge bao. yuan. And there's also a
rH—1E. bag.
LHREE! Géi wo kankan! Show me!
'fff(%, 'ITE;E%% Ni kan, hén piaoliang Look, it's very pretty,

Mm? ba? right?



zai

xué
Zhongwén
tai

yigong

kankan
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to buy

in the process of (progressive marker)
two (with measure words)
to give / for

one

three

measure word (books)
book

to learn

Chinese

too/very

altogether/in total

one hundred

seventy

bag

to take a look
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Grammar 8: Measure Words and Counting

Numbers 1 to 10

O 00 N o b~ W N R

=
o

— yi 11 +— shiyt
- er 12 += shi'er
= san 13 = shisan
M si 14 +m shisi
+H wi 15 +3& shiwl
75 lit 16 +75 shiliu
+ qi 17 —l—t shiqr
J\ ba 18 +/\ shiba
7 jia 19 4R shijit
—+ shi 20 —_+ ershi

In Chinese, counting follows the pattern number + measure word +

noun. From Lesson 5, remember some common measure words:

N (gé: universal measure word), {4 (jian: for clothing), Z (bén: for
books), ¥ (béi: for drinks), and 3 (zhdng: for flat objects such as
photos, paper, tickets, or tables).

Examples:

—{82%BR (i jian yifu one piece of clothing)
=757 (san bén shii three books)

MM (lidng béi chd two cups of tea)
—iKBB ) (yi zhang zhaopian one photo)
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A key distinction is between P (lidng two) and — (ér two). Use
before a measure word: FINA (lidng ge rén two people). Use —
(ér) in compound numbers:

e  + (shi’er twelve)
e T (érshitwenty)
e K (érbditwo hundred)
For prices, Chinese often uses a “per unit” pattern:

o Z/DEE—H? (Dubshao gidn yi jian? How much per

piece?)
o —HRBR, (Yijian wiishi kudi. Fifty yuan per piece.)
Golden Keys

Fl/- Don't (Negative Command)
3l (bié) is often used before verbs to mean “don’t.” It is a normal
everyday form, not especially aggressive or impolite. While 4~ (bi)
negates statements, Bl (bié) gives negative instructions, such as
“don’t do this” or “don’t do that.”

e BlzE! (Bié z6u! Don't go!)

U BT . (Bié shué le. Stop talking. / Don't say anymore.)

e FHBLY, (Bié danxin. Don't worry.)

Pronunciation 8: The Changing Tones of —

The dictionary form of —, meaning "one," is yi, first tone. In real
speech, however, yTis used only in a few specific cases: when — is
pronounced alone, when counting, and inside numbers:

1 — yi
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1,2,3 ——-= yi er san
11 —I—— shiyi
21 —+— ershiyt
first %“— diyi

Everywhere else, — usually changes tone.

1. Before a first, second, or third tone, — becomes yi
—X (yitian one day)
—Z%E (yinidn one year)
—itC (yigi together)
—r (yididn a little)

2. Before a fourth tone, — becomes yi
—7F (yiyang same)
—3E (yiding certainly)
— (yiban half)

3. Before a neutral tone, — is often yi too

—I* (yi ge one; a)

4. Between two identical verbs, — becomes neutral yi
E—%& (kan yi kan take a look)
gk (shi yi shi give it a try)

& —% (déng yi déng wait a moment)
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Your Word Bank
Words 2: Years & Calendar

/7\\¢ jinnian this year
%E qunian last year
Hﬁﬁ mingnian next year
J:'_‘F shangwu morning, a.m.
T&F xiawl afternoon
=FN baitian daytime
EHAK xingqttian Sunday

Words 3: Household Items
MF béizi cup/glass
%% zhuozi table/desk

B yizi chair

iR dianndo computer
A dianshi television

=2}
=2}
:B sha book
&

dian shop/store

Words 4: Golden Words

EE kankan have a look

Nat méishi it's okay; no problem;
1% nothing wrong

RE blyao do not; don't want
EIJ dao arrive; to

5’}%}_5‘ rdnhou then; after that
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déng wait; etc.

It 4

X’A_' xithuan like

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how
the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2
KERMETF.
FNMRIKaZNG?

EMNA—EZIR

BHEN\ERH.
NRIE,
XM F 2

BERT L.

Sentences 3
BTEXIL.
BB RERT
+.

% - EEHAE,

W0 yao wu ge baozi.

Lit béi shui gou ma?
Qi ge rén yiqi chifan.
W0 you ba bén sha.
Jiti dian jian ba.

Zhege béizi shi wo de.

Sha zai zhudzi shang.

Yizi zai zher.
W6 de dianndo zai

zhuozi shang.

Wanshang kan dianshi

| want five baozi.

Are six cups of water
enough?

Seven people are
eating together.

| have eight books.
See you at nine, okay?

This cup is mine.

The book is on the
table.

The chair is here.

My computer is on the
table.

Let’s watch TV tonight.



BXT=FRH,
RREREE.
BT NEEG?
RE, A,

Sentences 4
REXAS,
SNSER|T

=%

R o
%—T,
BERXARS,
REHE —T
fhth E IR A,

What do you want?

ba.

W& mai le san bén sha.
Zhe jia dian hén pianyi.
W0 kéyi kankan ma?

Méi shi, bu yong xie.

Bu yao zhege.
Waimai dao le.

W6 mai sha, ranhou
kan dianying.

Déng yixia.

W0 xihuan zhé bén
sha.

Ni déng wo yixia.

Ta yé xihuan
Zhongwén.

Summary + Preview

113

| bought three books.
This shop is cheap.
May | take a look?

No problem, no need
to thank me.

| don’t want this one.
The delivery has
arrived.

I'll buy books, then
watch a movie.

Wait a moment.

| like this book.

Wait for me a
moment.
She also likes Chinese.

You've completed Lesson 8! Here's what you learned:

. Chinese counting follows the pattern number + measure

word + noun

. ™ (lidng two) is used before measure words, while — (ér

two) is used in compound numbers

. — (yi one) changes tone in connected speech: vyi, yi, y1, or

neutral yi
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You also learned four useful measure words: {4 (jian: for clothing),
ZN (bén: for books), ¥ (béi: for drinks), and 5K (zhdng: for flat
objects). In addition, you saw the common “per unit” pattern used
in shopping and pricing, such as Z/0k—{&? (Dudshao qgidn yi
jian? How much per piece?). In pronunciation, the most important
point is that — does not always stay yI: its tone changes
automatically depending on the tone or structure that follows.

Total words learned so far: ~290 words

In Lesson 9, you’ll review and expand how Chinese talks about
location and how small word choices make meaning more precise.
You'll return to the difference between {£ (zdi to be at / in / on)
and B (you to have / there is), which was introduced earlier, get
used to common location expressions, and see how R (zhi only /
just) and 7" (cdi only / not until) add different shades of “only.”
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9. Where are you?

URAEWRE 2 - Ni zai nali?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. Tones aren't

something you think your way into—they become automatic

through hearing them over and over. Listen and read each

sentence a few times; if some need 10+ repetitions, no problem.

Do it.

REWE? %
ENLAH.

T BAT
RERTG?
ENT . RE
EHBIEE®E?
X,

BERRAT
|
XAE! HI;

EESNE, R
RE]!

fREBERILERZ
TE?

BB,

T,

N zai nali? Fa dingwei
géi wo.

Hao! Wo fa le. NI
kanjian le ma?

Kanjian le. Ni zai
tushdguan limian?

Dui! Zai er 6u.
WO déng ni hén jiu le!

Duibugi! W6 xianzai zai
waimian. Hén kuai dao!

Ni zdulu 13i haishi kai
che?

W0 zuo chiziiché. WU
fénzhong dao.

Where are you? Send
me your location.

Okay! | sent it. Did you
see it?

| saw it. You're inside
the library?

Right! I'm on the second
floor.

I've been waiting for
you for a long time!

Sorry! I'm outside now.
I'll be there soon!

Are you walking or
driving?

I'm taking a taxi. I'll
arrive in five minutes.
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! FAETO Hao! WO zai ménkou Okay! I'll wait for you at
%ﬂﬂo déng ni. the entrance.

'|§Q;‘*_;T\)L! B Kuai didnr! W xidng ni Hurry! I miss you!

Words

TR B nali where

E{j dingwei location/position
:ﬁ’i"g‘ tushaguan library

Bl [imian inside

_ er two

7[3*( 16u floor/building
% déng to wait

,’TER hén jit along time
AR duibuqi sorry

N xianzai now

ShNE waimian outside

'|jg kuai fast/quick/soon
= z6ull to walk

TE haishi or

H4E kai ché to drive

A& Zuo to sit/take (transportation)
HEE chbzaché taxi

+H wi five

ﬁ";lgq] fénzhong minute

I‘j O ménkou entrance/doorway
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'H%,‘f—(T\)L kuai dianr hurry up
18 xiang to miss

S

Grammar 9: {£ (zai) and Location Words

1. £ + Location: where something is
Chapter 2 introduced 7E (zdi) for location:
IS, (WS zai Béijing. I’'m in Beijing.)
In this lesson, we expand this pattern with more precise location
words and show how to express where actions happen.
1. Location words

Location words describe position and typically come after the
place they describe:

Em lfmian inside

AMNE waimian outside

+rm| shangmian on top

A xiamian below

BUE gidnmian in front

=ic] houmian behind

Eia zudbian left side

a1b youbian right side

=0 pangbian beside

1A ménkdu entrance; doorway

Examples:
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EBIEERM (tushdgudn limian inside the library)

255511 (xuéxido pdngbian beside the school)
{RIEEBIEERM®? (NF zdi tdshagudn limian? Are you inside
the library?)

fE_#%, (zaiér 6u. On the second floor.)

2. £+ Place + Verb: Where an Action Happens
To show where an action happens, use this pattern:
Subject + {£ + Place + Verb
BRIESFIZIR, (WS zdi jia chifan. | eat at home.)
HEEBIEEB. (7a zai tushdgudn kan shi. He reads at
the library.)
3.FvsH
. 1E says where someone or something is.
. B (you) says what exists in a place.
Examples:
FKTESK., (WS zaijia. ’'m at home.)
FKEBA. Uialiydu rén. There is someone at home.)

Golden Keys
H (zhi) — Only (Neutral Limit)

X means "only" without emotion—just stating a limit:
HEHK. (zhi yéu wé. Only me.)
FREIK, (WS zhiyao shul. | only want water.)
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7 (cdi) — Only (Implies Expectation)
7 means "only" but suggests surprise, delay, or "less/later than
expected":

A HIE, (W0 cdi zhiddo. 1 only just found out.)
WMIEA=R/. (Xianzai cdi san didn. It's only three o'clock
[earlier than expected].)

Key contrast

RBE="NA. (Zhi yéu san ge rén. There are only three
people.) [neutral fact]

F="A. (Cdi san ge rén. Only three people?) [fewer
than expected]

In short: R = simple fact; 21" = fact + attitude.

Pronunciation: chi/che, shi/she, zhi/zhe

After certain consonant groups, such as ch, sh, and zh, final -i and
final -e are radically different.

In chi, shi, zhi, the final -i is not a separate vowel—it's just the
consonant continuing (like "shhh" extended).

In che, she, zhe, the final -e is a real vowel. For French speakers,
this e is somewhere between the vowel in je and the vowel in
sceur.

Compare carefully:
e 17 (chito eat) / ZE (ché car)
o =2 (shito be) / 4K (shé snake)
o & (zhTto know) / 3X (zhé this)
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Words 2: Location & Direction

X B zheli
FREE nall

| shangmian
THE xiamian
E‘fj‘@ gidnmian
J=gi:1] houmian
=15 pangbian

Words 3: Actions & Verbs

b5 zhdo
IF kai
EE z6ull
% déng
5 du
=) xié
I ting

Words 4: Golden Words

IR xiéxie
:‘,g;fi zheéyang
R kuai

) ",Z yinggai

here

there

above/on top
below/underneath
in front

behind

beside/next to

to look for/find
to drive/open
to walk

to wait

to read

to write

to listen

thank you

this way; like this
fast; quick
should
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ji guo pass; cross; experience
5&;’; weildi future
j\( tai too; very

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how

the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2
BEXBEEFR,
HEF—RP
&
PERT L.

FHERT
BAESRBE.

HHEEERA.
EBEEFRSE
:\Iij_o

Sentences 3

HEHEM.
BASTHE,

W0 zai zheli déng ni.
Nali you yi jia shadian.
Sha zai zhudzi shang.
Shouji zai sha xia.

W0 zai xuéxiao
gianmian.

Chaiziiché zai houmian.

Tushlguan zai xuéxiao
pangbian.

W06 qu zhdo ldoshi.

W6 bu hui kaiché.

I'll wait for you here.

There is a bookstore
there.

The book is on the
table.

The phone is under the
book.

I am in front of the
school.

The taxi is behind us.

The library is beside
the school.

I’'m going to find the
teacher.

I don’t know how to
drive.



BAVEHAIE.
5T, B
.

AR BIER
=
2EH.
IR

Sentences 4
HHEIREFK.
FLIXHFEIE,
L, BAIE
e,
RRIZIZIRT
RES AR ?
RESREF

RXPKRET

Women zéull qu ba.
Déng yixia, wo jiu lai.
Ta zai tushdguan du
sha.

WO hui xié Zhongweén.

Ni ting wo shuo.

Xiéxie ni gaosu wo.

Jit zheyang ba.

Kuai dianr, women zou

ba.

Ni yinggai chifan le.
NI quguo nali ma?

Weildi hui hén hao.

Zhege tai gui le.

Summary + Preview
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Let’s walk there.
Wait a moment. I'm

coming right away.

She is reading at the
library.
| can write Chinese.

Listen to me.

Thank you for telling
me.
Let’s leave it like this.

Hurry up. Let’s go.

You should eat now.
Have you been there?

The future will be
good.
This is too expensive.

You've completed Lesson 9! Here's what you learned:

. 1£ (zai) for location — "to be at/in/on" (not &), with
pattern Subject + 7£ + Location
. Location words like B[] (limian inside) / 4MHE] (waimian
outside), L] (shangmian on top) / A (xiamidn below)
— though shorter forms _E (shang on) / T (xia under)

work for simple positions like "on the table"
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. R (zhi) vs A (cdi) — both mean "only" but F sets limits
while 27 suggests expectation, delay, or "less than
expected"

You also learned £ + Place + Verb to show actions at locations,
and the key distinction between £ (where something is) and B
(what exists in a place). In pronunciation, the crucial difference is
chi/shi/zhi (with -i as just the consonant continuing) versus
che/she/zhe (with real vowel -e). Master these patterns—
especially the £ vs & distinction—and your ability to describe
locations and actions in Chinese will become precise and natural.

Total words learned so far: ~330 words

In Lesson 10, you'll learn how Chinese talks about time, days, and
daily routines. You’ll see how time expressions work without
prepositions, and how Chinese relies on time words rather than
verb changes. You'll also learn how small words like X (you —
again) and A~ (bu zai — no longer / not anymore) show
repetition and change with precision.
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10. Are you very tired?
PRIRENG? ~ Nihén léi ma?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. Breakthrough

moments come from accumulated listening hours reaching critical

mass. Listen and read each sentence a few times; if some need 10+

repetitions, no problem—do it.

RERRENL?

RE! HEESs
E7.
REXEEL?

3t BEIXS K
RiF.
PRI 43857

L. R
ZEIG?
BARITT . RS
8]
BAR—EERHE
HIIE!

R EHRISIE
28X
EHXRFEEN

Ni jintian hén lei
ma?

Hén léil Wo qu
jianshénfang le.

Ni méitian dou qu
ma?

Dui. Yundong dui
shénti hén hdo.

NV zuo shénme
yundong?

W paobu. Niyé
zuo yundong ma?
W0 tai mang le.
Méi shijian.
Zhoumo yigi qu
gongyuan pdobu
ba!

Hao a! Xingqiliu
haishi xingqitian?

Xingqitian

Are you very tired today?

Very tired! | went to the
gym.

Do you go every day?

Yes. Exercise is very good
for the body.

What kind of exercise do
you do?
I run. Do you exercise too?

I'm too busy. | don't have
time.

Let's go running in the
park on the weekend!

Okay! Saturday or
Sunday?

Sunday morning at eight.



Ro RNEIRE!

Words

ES
(294
(SN

N— —

&5

212
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zdoshang ba dian. Don't be late!
Buyao chidao!

lei tired
jianshénfang gym

méitian every day
yundong exercise/sports
shénti body

Zuo to do, to make
paobu to run/jog

yé also/too
mang busy

méi not (have)
shijian time

zhoumo weekend
gongyuan park

xingqilit Saturday
xingqitian Sunday
zaoshang morning

ba eight

dian o'clock

blyao don't

chidao to be late
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Grammar 10: Time Expressions

In this lesson, you'll learn essential time expressions for talking
about days and daily routines. You already know that Chinese verb
forms never change to indicate tense. Another simplification is that

time words work without prepositions like "on," "in," or "at."

Time Words as Adverbs

Unlike in English, Chinese time words stand alone without
prepositions. Where English says "in the morning" or "on Monday,"
Chinese simply says B (zdoshang morning) or EHB(xingqiyi
Monday). They usually appear at the beginning of sentences.

B FRE. (Zdoshang wé pdobd. | run in the morning.)
EHI—FT/E. (Xingqiyi wé gongzud. | work on Monday.)

Time Words in Short Phrases

Time words can also appear in short everyday phrases without a
subject:

BERDL! (Mingtian jian! See you tomorrow!)
BERI! (Zhéumo jian! See you on the weekend!)

The Essential Three

The three most frequently used time words are:
e &K (jintidn today)
. BAZKX (mingtian tomorrow)
o FEX (zudtian yesterday)

Examples:

SXKIEH, (Jintian hén ré. It's hot today.)
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BERDL! (Mingtian jian! See you tomorrow!)
{RRERZEMB)LT ? (NF zudtidn qu ndr le? Where did you go
yesterday?)

Notice the verb Z& doesn't change form despite referring to the
past—the time word BEX and particle T handle temporal
context.

Every Day: K (méitian)

The word & (méi) means "every" and combines with time units:
REXMELE, (WS méitian pdobu. | run every day.)
{REREBEID? (NF méitian déu g ma? Do you go every
day?)

The pattern ...EB adds emphasis ("every single"). We'll explore
£B fully in Lesson 17.

Days of the Week

Chinese days follow a logical system. £2Hf (xinggn) or & (zhéu)
means "week," and days are numbered:

Day Full Form Short Form
Monday 28— (xingqiy1) J&— (zhouyi)
Tuesday 28 (xingqr'er) B (zhou'ér)
Wednesday EH= (xingaisan) JB= (zhdusan)
Thursday 28APY (xinggfsi) AP (zhousi)

Friday BEHiA (xinggqiwl) BEE (zhouwt)
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Day Full Form Short Form
Saturday BHA7S (xingailit) JE7< (zhouliu)
Sunday 28X (xinggtian) JBZX (zhoutian)

To ask what day it is: &FKERAJ1.? (Jintian xingqi ji? What day is
today?)

The weekend
The weekend is fEZK (zh6umo):

EFRMBU+A? (Zhéumo zud shénme? What are you doing
on the weekend?)

In short

Time expressions in Chinese are remarkably learner-friendly. They

function as adverbs without prepositions and usually appear near

the beginning of the sentence.

Verbs never change form — time words and particles like 1 (le
particle) handle temporal context. Master 2K (jintidn today), BH
X (mingtian tomorrow), FEX (zudtian yesterday), K (méitian
every day), the days of the week, and JEIZK (zhéumo weekend).

Golden Keys

X (you) vs A (zai) — Two Ways to Say "Again”

In Lesson 5, you learned E (zdi again) for future repetition. Now
add X_(you) for past or present repetition:

Simple rule: B looks forward; X looks back.
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FBEKBER., (WS mingtian zai Idi. Il come again
tomorrow.) [future]
X KT . (Ta you ldi le. He came again / He's here again.)
[past/present]
X often suggests "here we go again," especially for unwanted
repetition:
X TFMT ., (Youxiayt le. It's raining again.)
{RSIRE|T ! (NIyou chidao le! You're late again!)

A~F (bu zai) — No Longer / Not Anymore
A<H literally means "not again" (4~ = not + § = again). It negates
future repetition—something will not happen again or no longer
continues:
fBAE3T. (TG bu zdi ldi le. He's not coming anymore /
He won't come again.)
BABIL{ET. (WS bu zdi géngzuo le. I'm not working
anymore.)

The logic:
e H = will happen again
e A<~HF = will NOT happen again = it's over

Pronunciation: Initial Fourth Tone

In Lesson 5, we introduced the twenty possible two-syllable tone
combinations. Here, we return to the combinations that begin with
tone 4 and give a fuller practice list. These words, all from the first
ten lessons of our HSK 1 manual, will help train your ear to
recognize the fourth tone at the beginning of a word. A rough
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English equivalent is the sharp, falling pitch of "No!" when said
firmly. Use the Amedeo Chinese app to listen to these words.

4-1 (Fourth Tone + First Tone)

o {5 (jiansheén fitness)
B38 (zipai selfie)
3 (shangban go to work)
TR (xiabdn get off work)
EE (mianbao bread)
f#ER (jiankang healthy)

4-3 (Fourth Tone + Third Tone)
o EBJX (dianndo computer)
e Sf8 (hdomd number)
o R (kugididn hurry up)

e EBE’ (dianying movie)

4-4 (Fourth Tone + Fourth Tone)
o HNSE (waimai food delivery)
o EB{ (dianshi television)
o TE{A (dingwéi location/GPS)
e 1&Ef] (yundong exercise/sports)
o 1R (shangke attend class)
e TR (xiake class ends)
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E31E (dianhua telephone)
SME] (waimian outside)
T (shangmidn above)
E (xiamian below)
JSE (houmian back)
S5 (duanlian exercise)

IRIE (fandian restaurant)

4-5 (Fourth Tone + Neutral Tone)
e ;EX (pigoliang beautiful)
o 151157 (xiéxie thank you)

Your Word Bank

Words 2: Fitness & Health

B jiankang healthy/health
nl ydjia yoga

Wk y6uyong to swim/swimming
K langid basketball

E};k zUqid soccer/football
¥TEK daqiu to play ball

SR duanlian to exercise/work out

Words 3: Time & Work
E3F shangban to go to work
T}E xiaban to get off work



134 | Amedeo Chinese: HSK 1

g shangke
T8 xiake
Iﬂ; gongzuod
ZIm ldosht
L—}‘-_i xuéshéng

Words 4: Golden Words

I:Fl zhong
N da

ﬁjﬁ bang
o g kénéng
/A name
59 zhdo
v xian

Your Sentence Bank

Practice these sentences in Section E of our website. They contain
words from Words 2, Words 3, and Words 4 (Golden Words) in
that order. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand how
the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow and

to attend class
to finish class
work/job
teacher

student

middle; in; among
big; large

help

possible; maybe
so; that; like that
look for; find

first

later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

Sentences 2

EREHXEE  Méitian yundong dul
'ITE;@ jiankang hén hao.

B RF A, Zhoumo wo zuo yujia.

Exercising every day is

good for health.

| do yoga on the
weekend.



R WD ?
fBEREIK.
HEWREEK.
THERRETTE

BREREE.
/A= LI

Sentences 3
b 7 TR

HMNAmER,
TREERZIRE

HEORERIE

ZInE R,

fhRFEL?
HE RAREE

Sentences 4

XM BERA

BRIRIEF .
flb ol REFE N el

Ni hui yéuydng ma?
Ta xthuan lanqiu.

W0 xihuan kan zuqiu.
Xiaban hou wo qu
daqgiu.

W& méitian duanlian.

W0 ba dian shangban.

Ta wu dian xiaban.

Women jit dian
shangke.

Xiake hou qu chifan ba.

W0 jintian zai jia
gongzuo.

Laoshi zai shangke.

Ta shi xuésheng ma?
W0 yao zhong béi
kaféi.

Zhége jianshénfang
hén da.

W0 bang ni zhao
shouj.

Ta kénéng zai
gongyuan.
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Can you swim?

He likes basketball.

| like watching soccer.
| go play ball after
work.

| exercise every day.

| start work at eight.

He gets off work at
five.
We have class at nine.

Let’s go eat after class.

I’'m working at home
today.

The teacher is teaching
class.
Is she a student?

| want a medium
coffee.

This gym is big.

I'll help you find your
phone.
He may be at the park.
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REPRAIR, BU yao name kuai. Don’t be so fast.

BERE W, W0 zai zhdo l3oshi. I’m looking for the
teacher.

HeeL FIE, W4 xian qu shangke. I'll go to class first.

Summary + Preview
You’'ve completed Lesson 10! Here’s what you learned:

. Chinese time expressions work directly as adverbs — no
prepositions like "on" or "in" are needed

. Chinese verbs don't change form for tense — time is
shown through time words and particles like ¥ (le
change/completion marker)

. X (you again, for repeated past or present events)
contrasts with A~B (bu zdi no longer/not anymore)

You also learned the core time words &K (jintian today), BAX
(mingtian tomorrow), FEX (zudtian yesterday), and K (méitian
every day), as well as the basic pattern for the days of the week
and AR (zhoumo weekend).

A key point is that Chinese marks time with clear expressions
rather than verb changes. You also saw how 5.2 (méi...dou
every...all) strengthens the idea of regularity. Master these
patterns, and talking about routines becomes much easier.

Total words learned so far: ~370 words

In Lesson 11, you'll begin exploring the Chinese "can" family and
see that English "can" actually splits into different ideas. You'll
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learn how BE (néng can, be able to) expresses ability or possibility,
while £ (hui can, know how to/will) is used for learned skills and
sometimes for future events.
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11. Canyou see me?

it
/BB

EFIE? — Ni néng kanjian wd ma?

Read and listen at the same time! {}

Read and listen repeatedly to each single sentence. Breakthrough

moments come from accumulated listening hours reaching critical

mass. Listen and read each sentence a few times; if some need 10+

repetitions, no problem—do it.

W, REWMET
E?

KEMEE, X2
A9 WiFi FEE 1R
FhEmEE! &
EBERTY

HA? {REWIL?
ERE®E. BKE

|

W‘Mm AR
ﬁﬁ FHER AN
)ﬁxl}(o
—eTHEE., s
R,

Shanshan, ni zai nali
gongzuo?

WO zai kafeiguan.
Zheli de WiFi
féichang kuai!

W0 yé zai
kaféiguan! Wo
kandao ni le.
Shénme? Ni zai nar?

Zai ni houmian.
Huitou kan!

Al Ni zénme bu zao
shuo?

W0 wu fénzhong
hou you ge shipin
huiyi.

Yiqgi gongzuo ba.
W6 hui bang ni.

Shanshan, where are
you working?

I'm at the coffee
shop. The WiFi here
is very fast!

I'm at the coffee shop
too! | can see you.

What? Where are
you?

Behind you. Turn
around!

Ah! Why didn't you
say so earlier?

| have a video call in
five minutes.

Let's work together.
I'll help you.



Words

FEE feichang
E3 kandao
J=gin] houmian
[a] =L huitéu
STA zénme
B zdo
ﬁ";lgq] fénzhong
= hou

2 s

= hui

ﬁ} bang
Word Bank
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very/extremely

to see; to catch sight of
behind/back

turn around/look back
how/why

early

minute

after/later

measure word

can/will

to help

Words 2: Remote Work

IR
2
2124
WiFi

1R

FI%
TR

shipin video
huiyi meeting
bijibén dianndo laptop
WiFi WiFi
ldoban boss
téngshi colleague
gongzuori workday
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Words 3: Time Expressions

oA fén minute (classifier)
/J\Hj- xiaoshi hour

X tian day

EHf Xingqt week

B yue month

E nian year

Ej—{@ shihou time/moment

Words 4: Golden Words

E%ﬁ} zuihdo best; had better
MR ma sentence particle
‘%% na take; hold

=] dan but

HE ting quite; very
ﬂ‘ﬂl dakai open; turn on
Z{ir_j‘_ buguod however; but

Your Word Bank Practice

You will find practice sentences using these words in Section E of
our website. Listen to each sentence repeatedly to understand
how the words combine. Review the sentences again tomorrow,
and again later if necessary. Finally, try reading them aloud.

The full chapters 11-20 are currently in preparation and will be
published soon.
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